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Contrary to popular belief, road testing is not one of the black arts practiced
by a pack of speed-crazy fanatics (at least no one ever calls us that to our
faces). After all, we realize there are many reasons for buying a car, and our
job is simply to point out the good and bad points so that you can make an
informed decision.

To do this, we put every car through a standardized series of tests to accu-
rately determine performance, roadability, craftsmanship, comfort and the like.
Most of this information is recorded in data panels accompanying each road
test. In them are acceleration times, power and torque output, gas mileage,
and other technical specifications. And with each data panel is a synopsis
checklist wherein we evaluate the pertinent points about the car, Rather than
judge a car against an imaginary ideal, the checklist is based on how well it
matches up against its peers. Obviously when we say the response of the
Austin Healey Sprite engine is ‘‘Good,”" and then come out and say the same
thing for the 427 Corvette engine, we do not mean they are in any way com-
parable; but stack up a Sprite and a Triumph Spitfire and then you have a
valid comparison (in the table of contents we have organized the cars into
comparable groups—so if you're unfamiliar with a specific model, you can
still compare it to similar cars).

Of course evaluating a car through standardized testing procedures and
careful measurements is one thing, but when you're thinking of buying a car
you want to know a lot more: what are its unique features, why is it better
than another car, what makes it different, what gives it a 'personality?’’ In the
text we present our opinions. Here is where you will find specific points that
particularly impressed us—whether favorably or unfavorably. Emphasis is on
performance and rcadability, but at the same time we are not blind to appear-
ance, comfort, quality, convenience or the myriad of other things that make
each model different and individual.

Naturally there were some cars we loved and some we thought were abso-
lute dogs—it shouldn't take too long to realize that fact. We haven't pulled
any punches, and where damning is due, damning is given—the same holds
true for praise. Also, in one or two instances, we were supplied with a test
car that was not truly representative of a model line. Thanks to the experience
of our staff we were usually able to spot “‘rigged’’ cars, or—at the other end of
the scale—cars that had been put through so much that they were suffering
from *‘tired-blood.” This, too, is apparent in the tests,



FORD FAIRLANE
GT/A 390

Sharing its name with
a Mustang, it deserves
to be known on its own.

There must be some good reason for
a company to call two of its hottest
sports sedans by the same letter
designation, and we don't think
simple product association is that
reason. For example, Ford calls its
hot Mustang the GT/A 390, while
our test car, the performance-ori-
ented Fairlane, is known by the same
name. All we can say is that it must
be a secret ploy to confuse the
public and unfortunate road testers.

Actually the two cars do have
quite a bit in common aside from
manufacturer and engine (to find
out more about the Mustang, see
road test on page 54). The Fair-
lane GT/A 390 is Ford’s answer to
the GTO, GTX, 4-4-2, Skylark
(manufactured by Pontiac, Plymouth,

8/Car and Driver Yearbook /1967

Oldsmobile and Buick, in that order)
and cars of that ilk. It is a high per-
formance street machine designed
for picking up both groceries and
trophies. If the truth must be told,
however, it is too small to hold many
groceries and not quite fast enough
to win many trophies at the week-
end drags. Instead, it is the pro-
verbial compromise, with enough
speed, space and power to make it
an extremely desirable car.

The GT/A we tested was fitted
with Ford's Cruis-O-Matic three-
speed automatic, and a sport shifter
that allows first gear starts and
maximum rev upshifts. It doesn’t
gear down like the GM Turbo Hy-
dra-Matic—which will downshift at
maximum rpm in each gear—but it
allows the driver more control than
a standard automatic and is a solid
fast shifting unit with excellent
ratios. A manual four-speed floor
shift is available as an option and
we recommend it to anyone antici-
pating mountain driving solely be-
cause of the extra engine braking
characteristics.

The GT/A's interior is fairly well
appointed with bucket seats, con-
sole, padded dash and the usual pad-
ding. We particularly liked the re-
lationship of steering wheel and
foot pedals to the driver. In gen-

eral it seems that Ford is the only
domestic manufacturer that allows
enough room for both long legs and
long arms. In the GT/A this al-
lowance greatly enhances the car's
livability and desirability. Another
aspect of the GT/A which we like is
visibility toward the rear and the
rear quarters. Comparing it with
competing General Motors’ products
is like comparing Cinemascope to a
nickelodeon. The rear roof supports
are fairly wide, but not to the extent
of the GM cars. Consequently, rear
quarter vision is far greater. An-
other factor helping visibility in this
oft-neglected area is the extreme
rake angle of the supports. It serves
to minimize blind spots by allowing
the driver to peer over or under
the support. It isn't the best ar-
rangement in the world, but it strikes
a fair compromise between styling
and practicality.

The GT/A is a ball to drive, but
pinning down exactly why this is so
is almost impossible. Suffice it to
say that the GT/A handles well, is
comfortable, looks clean and neat,
and is very responsive. It is no
slouch in the quarter mile either,
turning 15.7 seconds at 91 mph with
0 to 60 mph times in the 7.3 to 7.7
second range. All this was with 35
pounds of air in the tires; not ex-
actly the best drag racing set-up but
fine for testing handling.

American cars have reached the




point where it is hard to find one
that actually handles poorly. Some
still oversteer, although most of the
current crop understeer, but the
GT/A does a little of both and
comes out well in the bargain. It is
a high gain, medium response car
that can be either flogged through
a turn all hairy and sideways. or it
can be driven through smoothly.
Either method seems to produce
the same speed. although the latter
is easier on the car. It corners in a
stable attitude (unless you really
fling it in sideways) and body roll.
which looks extreme to bystanders,
is hardly detectable inside the car.
Steering characteristics remain neu-
tral up to the final limit when the
back-end reluctantly gives up the
struggle and begins a gradual are
that eventually causes it to swing
past the nose. We let it go too far
one time and, as we slid along side-
ways with smoke boiling from the
tires, it all felt very familiar. “This
is just what Lorenzen looks like at
Daytona,” we thought as our slide
progressed. Only Freddy spins at
180 mph and we managed it at 40
mph. Back to Shelby School.

Our test car was fitted with Ford's
vented 11-in. front dise brakes and
10-in. rear drums. As you may have
already guessed. we put them to
quite a test on Ford's test track and
we're glad to report that they did
a very fine job. After all our thrash-
ing around we could not detect any
fade and throughout our testing they
never reared back and grabbed in
protest to the extreme conditions
they were being subjected to.

Overall, the Fairlane GT/A is an
attractive package. It comes off the
showroom floor complete with pow-
er, good looks, good brakes and rea-
sonable fuel economy. It's also very
comfortable and offers enough lug-
gage space for four passengers and
their belongings—unless they hap-
pen to be coeds returning to college,
in which case we doubt that a 40-
foot Fruehauf trailer would be suf-
ficient. For drag racing enthusiasts
the 390 cu. in. mill might not be
enough. If so, a hydraulic lifter ver-
sion of the NASCAR 427 cu. in.
engine is available with a kit to con-
vert it to solid-lifters in a matter of
hours. But without going to this
extreme, we think most people will
find the 390 cu. in. version is plenty.
It's quick, quiet and dependable and
should keep the hotshoes reasonably
happy.

If a hot sports sedan is what
you're after, then take a good long
look at the Fairlane GT/A. It has
plenty of competition, but it is
capable of holding its own against
the best.

FAIRLANE GT/A 390

Manufacturer: Ford Division
Ford Motor Co.
Rotunda Drive
Dearborn, Mich.

Price as Tested: $3300

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-8, cast-iron block, 5 main bear.
ings

Bnrqsx stroke ..4.05x3.78 in., 101x96 mm
Displacement . .......... 390 cu. in., 6320 cc
Compression ratio ........... 0.5 to one
Carburetion . . . 1x4 bbl. Haolley
Valve gear. Pushrod operated uvefhead valves
Power (SAE) . 320 bhp @ 4800 rpm
Torgue 427 Ibs ﬂ @ 3200 rpm

0.82 bhp per cu. in,,

50.0 bhp per liter
Mileage 2-14 mpg on
Range on 20-gallon tank

DRIVE TRAIN

Specific power oulpul.

remium fuel
40-280 miles

Transmission. . .3-speed automatic, plus torque
converter
Mph/1000 Max
Gear Ratio Overall pm mph
Rev 2.20 7.15 —9.5 —44
1st 2.46 7.99 94 42
2nd 1.46 4.75 16.0 77
3rd 1.00 3.25 258 124
Final drive ratio. ............... 3.25 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase ............... 116.0in
Track AR F:58.5 R: 58.6 in
Length 197.0 in
N e i i e B e .. 74.0in
Height 545 in
Curb Weight 3568 Ibs
Test Weight " 4010 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear 54/46%

Suspension F: Ind., upper wishbones, lower link
and drag strut, coil springs anti-

sway bar
R: Rigid axle, semi-elliptic leaf
Springs
Brakes. 11.4-in vented-discs F, 10.0-in drums R,
361.0 sg in swept area
Steering

Recirculating ball
Turns, lock to lock e .3.5

Turning circle a1t

Tires and wheels, .. .Firestone F70x15 on
5.5J nms
ACCELERATION
Zero To Seconds
30 mnh e 29
40 srerewimiviesribin P
B0 W SRk avels om siive e s elaé aele 58
60 " 7.5
7Q * o 98
80 " ..123
90 " sscasenesasees 15.5
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100 Frrrrrrr
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E | :
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60— | — 160
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CHECK LIST
ENGINE

Starting ..anannRaiaie
ROBDONSE i sssrass
NOISE: caumiiiiainssisisnvasins i

Vibration

DRIVE TRAIN

Transmission Linkage ..........

Power-To-Ground

Transmission ........ccccevesneees

BRAKES

RESpoNsSe ........ccoeevvvevveennnnnns
Pedal Pressure .....................
Fade Resistance .................
SMOOthNess ...........ovivivianmesrass
Directional Stability ............

STEERING

Response . ........occccieeeeennn

Accuracy

Feedback ...........ccccooiiivevieniiiiianiinnnnnns
Road Feel ...............ccoovemmnmeimnrmnnnnnssns

SUSPENSION

Harshness Control ..............
Roll Stiffness ._.............c.........
Tracking ..........cocviiiiiiiiiinnnan,
Pitch Control ..........ccoeveremnnnnnse
Shock Damping ......ccccceeveennnn.

CONTROLS

LOCARION s s e
ROBUONEAID: savusamanmiaisdirn
Small Controlg ........cc.ccccaiiiiinis

INTERIOR

MISIBINY ..o e rais aomsim st

Instrumentation
Lighting
Entry/Exit .. o
Front Seatmg Comfort

WEATHER PROTECTION
Heater

Weather Sealing .

Windshield Wiper Acﬂon

QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior ..............
Materials, Interior . ...............

Exterior Finish

GENERAL

Service Accessibility ...........
Luggage Space ..........ccceecriiicnnrenen.
Bumper Protection .......................
Exterior Lighting ...................
Resistance to Crosswinds ...

Deoster  .vnnisains
Ventliation: ..;,..acann s

..Very Good

.Excellent
..Good
...Good

..Very Good

Very Good

Very Good

.Very Good
...... Excellent
Very Good

Very Good

....... Excellent

..Good
Fair
..Fair

Very Good

Very Good
Very Good

Excellent

Very Good

..Good
.Good
Very Good

......Very Good
Front Seating Room ...........
Rear Seating Comfort .........
Rear Seating Room .............
Storage Space .................
Wind'Nolse s

Road Noise . cacnnnaamananinnas

....... Excellent

Excellent

.Very Good
...Very Good
...Very Good

Very Good

Very Good
vievnoVery Good
Interior Finish ... ...
Hardware and Trim ..........cc..........

Good
..Good

Very Good

[Excellent




OLDSMOBILE
4-4-2

The “‘innovation’’ division
of GM has the hot set-up
that can corner too.

Oldsmobile quickly earned a per-
formance image before the other De-
troit manufacturers knew what per-
formance was, and unfortunately
Olds lost its image just as rapidly.
Back in the early Fifties, the hot
cars in southern stock car racing
were Hudson Hornets and Oldsmo-
bile Rocket 88s. Hudson, of course,
is long departed. Oldsmobile

well, they sort of disappeared for
awhile too, displaced from the at-
tention of the performance conscious
public by Pontiac, Ford, Dodge, Chevy,
Plymouth, Mercury and even Buick,
of all cars.
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There was a time too, when Olds-
mobile was considered General Mo-
tors' experimental division, with all
the trick stuff appearing on Olds-
mobiles for test marketing. Olds

| owners felt special; they got the

first ecrack at new goodies such as
the Rocket V-8, the first hot over-
head valve V-8, and, of course, the
Hydra-Matic.

This aggressive, pioneering spirit
seemed to have been lost in the
tasteless days of the mid-Fifties, and
for a decade Oldsmobiles were nearly
invisible. The 1958s were probably
the worst, but matters hardly im-
proved when the Sixties saw the
outer space designs affected by Olds.
The bright young engineers were
channeled elsewhere, and the Olds !
division styling studios became the
last stop for GM stylists on the way |
out. |

Two years ago, the atmosphere
suddenly brightened. Oldsmobile's
reputation as an experimental divi-
sion was brought back powerfully
with the introduction of the unor-
thodox front-wheel-drive Toronado.
The performance image has been |

&
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somewhat more difficult to recap- |
ture, with GM's corporate ban on
any form of racing and on power-
to-weight ratios of less than 10
Ibs/bhp. To come back in style
there had to be a gimmick, such as,
say. handling and roadability. The
first 4-4-2 model, introduced in 1964,
was an experiment to test public
reaction to a fully road-worthy car.
Thus far, the public at large seems
no more excited about good handling
in a hot intermediate than they did
in the compact Corvair, but we think
the 4-4-2 may be the best thing that
has happened to Detroit since they
started building cars there.

The 4-4-2 is the best handling car
of its type we've ever tested. In-
stead of the typical horrendous
understeer generally found on do-
mestic cars, the 4-4-2 is basically
neutral under all conditions, although
anyone who wishes to hang the tail
out can easily induce power over-
steer, with 440 Ilbs./ft. of torque
driving through a 3.08 rear axle
ratio. In the terminology used by
Oldsmobile engineers, the 4-4-2 is a
“high-gain, high-response” car. In
more familiar language, it does what
the driver orders it to do, quickly
and smoothly. It's a driver’s car.

Another factor in the 4-4-2's road-
ability is the newly-available disc
front brake option. The normal
drum brakes are adequate for the
mild usage most F-85 models will




encounter, but the gutsy 4-4-2 de-
mands the extra stopping power for
repeated use that only discs can of-
fer. In fact, the disc-front and rear-
drum combination on our test car
gave the shortest stopping distance
of any sedan we tested. In our nor-
mal series of panic.stops from 80
mph, the 4-4-2 stopped in 272 feet
on the first run, for an average de-
celeration of .78 G, and showed very
little fade on subsequent attempts.
On the fourth run, it stopped in 329
feet (.65 G) with very little in-
crease in pedal pressure. In addi-
tion, the directional stability was
superb,

Complementing the brakes and
handling is an improved three-speed
Turbo Hydra-Matic transmission, an
option that replaces the two-speed
Jetaway unit. This year, the Hydra-
Matic has been built especially for
the 4-4-2, with torque converter ra-
tios of 1.9 and 2.5 perfectly mated
to the 400 cu. in. engine. It features
a shifting arrangement that allows
downshifts at any time, providing
the resulting rpm will not exceed
the 5200 rpm engine limit. Down-
shifting is automatic simply by drop-
ping the lever into low range and
waiting for the speed to equalize
with engine rpms. Zap, second gear
at 88 mph. Pow, first at 53 mph.
Maximum gear retardation without
worrying about matching rpm with
gear ratios; no more double-clutch-
ing that manual four-speed, or curs-
ing an inept automatic. The neces-
sity, and much of the desirability of
having a four-speed manual trans-
mission is swept away by the intro-
duction of the Oldsmobile 4-4-2
Turbo Hydra-Matic.

The other changes from 1966 are
relatively minor. The suspension is
the same, with front and rear anti-
sway bars (perhaps this is the han-
dling secret?). As in 1966 the
springs are a bit soft, allowing the
chassis to bottom too easily. The
interior is irritating; it features an
outstandingly comfortable and work-
able seating position, and the world’s
smallest tachometer, located in the
center of a large dial that also con-
tains an oil pressure gauge, a water
temperature gauge, and an ammeter.
To say they are slightly illegible is
giving them a bit too much credit.

Overall, the 4-4-2 must be rated
as the most desirable sports/sedan
we have tested. It combines all the
good handling qualities a reasonable
man could desire into a sporting
package suitable for both hard
driving, and picking up the grocer-
ies. If these are the things America
really wants and needs, then the
4-4-2 experiment will be a success.
Spread the word.

OLDSMOBILE 4-4-2
Oldsmabile Division
General Motors Corporation
Lansing, Michigan

Price as Tested: $4033

Manufacturer:

ENGINE
Water.cooled V.8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ings
4.00 x 3.97 Ir:‘. 101.6 x 100.8 mm

Bore x stroke
Displacement 00 cu. in, 6504 cc
10.5 to one

Compression ratio
Carburetion. .. . .. 1 x 4-bbl Rochester RPD

Valve gear. . . . Pushrod operated overhead
valves, hydraulic lifters

Power (SAE) .350 bhp @ 5000 rpm
Torque 440 Ibs-ft @ 3600 rpm
Specific power output 0.87 bhp per cu. in,
53.9 bhp per liter

Mileage 11-17 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 20-gallon tank 20-340 miles

DRIVE TRAIN

Transmission 3-speed automatic, plus
torque converter

Mph/1000 Max

Gear Ratio Overall rpm mph
Rev 2.08 6.40 -11.8 —61
1st 2.4 7.64 9.8 53
2nd 1.48 4.55 16.4 8
3rd 1.00 3.08 25.2 130
Final drive ratio 3.08 to one
CHASSIS

Wheelbase . ................. 115.0 in
Track S eiaaeie e s F:58.0 R:59.0 in
Length : .203.2 in
Width .75.8 in
Height 53.6 in
Curb Weight 3684 |bs
Test Weight 4284 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear 56.4/43.69%

Suspension F: Ind; unequal-length wishbones,
coil springs, anti-sway bar

R: Rigid axle, coil springs, trailling
arms with upper lateral links,
anti-sway bar

Brakes Delco-Moraine 11.0-in. vented discs F,
9.5x2.0-in. drums R. 291.01 sq in swept area

Steering recirculating ball

Turns . lock to lock 4.5

Turning circle = 41 ft.

Tires and wheels Firestone F70.14 Super Sports
Wide Oval, on 5.5Jx14-in,

ACCELERATION

100

100

40

[y
o
+

- OLDSMOBILE 4.4.2
Top speed, estimated 130 mph
1 Temperature 75°F

|

Wind velocity 0-5mph
Altitude above sea level 450 ft
In 4 runs, 0 — 60 mph times
vaned Detwesn

'.3 and 7 9 seconds

INDICATED MPH 1

= TRUE MPH

0 SECONDS 10 15 20 25

w
o

CHECK LIST

ENGINE

Starting wovrerinn... Excellent
Response .. ....... Very Good
Noise Good
VIBration ...........ccoiresiseienenisscnnes Good
DRIVE TRAIN

Cluteh ACtION .......ciimmmamssasivonsrssisasssss™=
Transmission Linkage Very Good
Synchromesh Action . —
Power-To-Ground Transmission . . Good
BRAKES

Response RICOPORo Excellent
Pedal Pressure . . . Excellent
Fade Resistance Very Good
Smoothness 1 Very Good
Directional Stability ... ... .. Excellent
STEERING

Response Excellent
Accuracy Very Good
Feedback Good
Road Feel Poor
SUSPENSION

Harshness Control Very Good
Roll Stiffness Very Good
Tracking Very Good
Pitch Control Good
Shock Damping Very Good
CONTROLS

Location Good
Relationship Fair
Small Controls Very Good
INTERIOR

Visibility Good
Instrumentation Good
Lighting Very Good
Entry/Exit . Very Good
Front Seating Comfort Good
Front Seating Room ...... Very Good
Rear Seating Comfort ............ . Fair
Rear Seating Room .. . . . Good
Storage Space . . Good
Wind Noise Very Good
Road Noise Very Good
WEATHER PROTECTION

HeateY s . Excellent
Defroster . Excellent
Ventilation Good
Weather Sealing ! ... Excellent
Windshield Wiper Action .. Excellent
QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior ................ Very Good
Materials, Interior Very Good
Exterior Finish . . . ... ... . Good
Interior Finish .. Good
Hardware and Trim Very Good
GENERAL

Service Accessibility ........... ... .Good
Luggage Space vieen. Very Good
Bumper Protection ... .. ... Good
Exterior Lighting oo Very Good
Resistance to Crosswinds Very Good
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PLYMOUTH GTX

A swell car to get away
fromitall...all those
GTOs, 4-4-2s, etc.

Pontiac GTO lovers better take their
performance image and head for the
hills, The Plymouth boys have
breathed new life into the old 440
engine to produce a new monster
capable of blowing off everything in-
cluding a street Hemi up to 100 mph.
Yes, it's another one of those cars,
with a huge engine in a short-
wheelbase (116-in.) body. And it has
been named, appropriately we think,
the GTX.

It uses the revitalized Super Com-
mando 440 cu. in. V-8 as standard
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equipment and the famous 426 Hemi
is optional. Despite more mass up
front it is without a doubt the best-
handling big Plymouth yet, although
braking ability with the optional
discs seems slightly down from last
year. The new 440 produces 375 hp
at 4600 rpm with 480 lbs./ft. of
torque at 3200 rpm. Coupled with
Chrysler's excellent TorqueFlite au-
tomatic transmission, which was on
our test car, it is a joy to drive.
We like the GTX for several rea-
sons, aside from its ability to turn
0 to 60 mph times consistently at
6.0 seconds. There are a great many
sports sedans with similar capabili-
ties, but the majority fall all over
themselves when they arrive at their
first twisting road. Not so the GTX,
It sticks, and sticks well, under prac-
tically all road conditions. The front
suspension uses high-rate torsion
bars, heavy duty shock absorbers
and a 0.94-in. diameter anti-sway
bar. This heavy-duty set-up, plus
excellent suspension geometry de-
signed to keep the front wheels at

road surface,

the
keeps the tires in firm contact with
| the ground. The rear suspension ap-
pears, at first glance, to be a para-
dox. There is nothing to control axle
movement other than two semi-ellip-
tic leaf springs and heavy-duty shock

right angles to

absorbers. But the anticipated axle
tramp, leaf spring windup and re-
sultant poor adhesion simply don't
happen. Instead it behaves beauti-
fully. The secret is in the location

of the axle brackets on the leaf
spring. With most suspensions of

this type, the axle is attached at the
spring half-way point, just like
Grandpa’'s buggy. On the GTX, and
other Chrysler products, the axle is
attached approximately 1. of the to-
tal spring length from the front
pivot. This enables the spring to act
as a traction rod--at the same time,
the pivot is too close to the axle's
mass for the spring to flex torsion-
ally. Thus the rear is well located
without adding expensive links.

The only real fault in the GTX's
handling is the overlight power steer-
ing. We don't enjoy wrestling with
brutally stiff steering, but the GTX
is the other extreme.




The GTX stands out in traflic like
Lester Maddox would in Watts. The
car's special identity is dramatized
by detail chrome strips around the
fender lips, twin simulated air scoops
on the hood and contrasting racing
stripes that run the length of both
front and rear decks. A special
grille provides instant recognition at
the front, and a similar trim panel
between the tail lights does the job
for the rear. A final touch is pro-
vided by a chrome pop-open gas fill-
er on the left rear fender.

Inside. the GTX is uncluttered but
mundane with a standard Belvedere
dash and a console-mounted tachom-
eter set so far forward and so low
that it's visible mainly to rear-seat
passengers. The one redeeming fea-
ture of the interior design is a pair
of very comfortable and attractive
thin-shell bucket seats. They allow
the occupant to sit high for im-
proved comfort and visibility, and
are firm enough to prevent fatigue.
A new safety feature, which is in-
corporated into practically all Amer-
ican 2-door cars for 1967, is a lock-
ing front seat back to prevent the
seat from folding forward during a
crash. But it all felt a little loose
and uncertain on our test car and
there were two or more inches of
play before it hit its stop.

We have saved our strongest eriti-
cism for last; the brakes, despite be-
ing dises with rear drums, faded
horribly. We conducted our stan-
dard 80-0 panic stop series and were
unable to record a practical stopping
distance on the third run of the set.
The first stop came in 318 ft., the
second was worse, and on the third
try we wondered if it would stop at
all. To re-check, we allowed the
brakes to cool and repeated the pro-
cedure, with similar results. In view
of the fairly good times recorded
on the first stop in both test series,
we would guess that the GTX brakes
are not dissipating heat rapidly
enough, causing the pads to glaze.

Overall, we were impressed with
the GTX. The drive train felt really
solid and reliable. It had better be—
it's covered by the Chrysler 5-year,
50.000-mile warranty. Along with
the manual 4-speed transmission.
you will receive an additional per-
formance package on the engine, and
a heavier drive train. Chrysler says
this additional equipment is includ-
ed primarily to ensure drive-train
reliability. At the same time it prac-
tically guarantees GTX owners of
being the fastest thing at the drag
strip. And even if it won't slow
down at the end of a run, it'll stick
like sin in that high-speed U-turn.
GTO owners had better look to their
defenses.

PLYMOUTH GTX

Chrysler-Plymouth Division
Chrysler Motors Corp.
12200 East Jefferson
Detroit, Michigan

Price as Tested: $3720

Manufacturer:

ENGINE
Water.cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ings
Bore x stroke 4.32 x 3.75 in,
109.7 x 95.2 mm

440 cu. in, 7154 cc
10.1 to one

1 x 4 bbl Carter

Displacement
Compression ratio
Carburetion

Valve gear Pushrod-operated overhead valves,

hydraulic lifters
Power (SAE) 375 bhp @ 4600 rpm
Torgue 4B0 Ibs-ft 3200 rpm

0.85 bhp per cu. in,

Specific power output
52.4 bhp per liter

Mileage 11-15 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 19.0-gallon tank 09-285 miles
DRIVE TRAIN
Transmission 3-speed automatic, plus torque
converter
Mph /1000 Max
Gear Ratio Overall rpm mph
Rev 2.20 7.10 =10.7 —~53
1st 2.45 7.91 10.2 51
2ind 1.45 4 68 16.3 81
3rd 1.00 3.23 236 118
Final drive ratio. .. .......c0000... 3.23 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase .........co000000.. 116.0in
TIRER . son o i h v oS nR T F:59.5 R: 58.5 in
Length e 2005 in
WIRN . o oirrr s smensmpnsaies e 76.4 in
Height 54.0 in
Curb Weight 3869 Ibs
Test Weight ..4009 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear 54/464%

Suspension F: Ind., unequal length wishbones,
torsion bars, anti.sway bar

R: Rigid axle, semi-elliptic leaf
springs
Brakes 11.04-in vented discs F, 10.0-in

drums R, 387.7 sq in swept area

Steering ) Recirculating ball
Turns, lock to lock 53
Turning circle bara 41 ft
Tires and wheels. .. .. Goodrich 7.75 x 14 on
5.5K rims
ACCELERATION
Zero To Seconds
BRI s e R R e 2.3
40 " 3.2
50 - 4.4
60 6.0
70 7.7
-5 L RT3 R A QR APt D BT 9.7
S0 - " 12.3
1] =10 TN AR e 151
Standing "4 -mile 98 mph in 14.4
100 Fr=r=r=r=r - O
Standing “-Mile

90
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70
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ai g o i s sl sy
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30
PLYMOUTH GTX
Top speed, observed 118 mph ;
1 Temperature 92°F
Wind velocity 5=Tmph g
Altitude above sea level 4001t g

20
I In 4 runs, 0 = 60 mph bimes
E varied between
0

5.9 and 6.2 seconds

ity

0 SECONDS 10 15 20 25 0

CHECK LIST
ENGINE
Starting i Very Good
Response ...............co.oeevvnnn......Very Good
Noise Good
Vibration Good
DRIVE TRAIN
Clutch Action vivveeo.. Very Good
Transmission Linkage ... Very Good
Synchromesh Action ... . . Very Good
Power-To-Ground

Transmission ......................Very Good
BRAKES
Response ............................... Very Good
Pedal Pressure .. .................... Excellent
Fade Resistance Poor
Smoothness viiiieriine... Very Good
Directional Stability ............... Very Good
STEERING
Response ... aamnncanasuGood
Accuracy ....... ..... Good
Feedback ......Good
Rcad Feel ....Poor
SUSPENSION
Harshness Control . . Good
Roll Stiffness ... ... Good
Traekdng osaiag . Good
Pitch Control casassasisenses. VETY GOOd
Shock Damping ................. Good
CONTROLS
Location: ...coiimmndnicaasiinm. 0000
Relationship ..............occooon. Good
Small Controls ...................... Very Good
INTERIOR
Visibility .........................._ Very Good
Instrumentation ... . . Fair
Lighting et Very Good
Entry/Exit ... .. .. . Very Good
Front Seating Comfort . Very Good
Front Seating Room Excellent
Rear Seating Comfort Fair
Rear Seating Room Fair
Storage Space Good
Wind Noise Fair
Road Noise ...Good
WEATHER PROTECTION
Heater Very Good
Defroster . Very Good
Ventilation Very Good
Weather Sealing Excellent
Windshield Wiper Action Very Good
QUALITY CONTROL
Materials, Exterior . ... Very Good
Materials, Interior Good
Exterior Finish Very Good
Interior Finish e aood
Hardware and Trim ..................c..... Good
GENERAL
Service Accessibility ... Good
Luggage Space ....Very Good
Bumper Protection .Very Good
Exterior Lighting ... ... Very Good
Resistance to Crosswinds Excellent
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PONTIAC GTO

Holding on to first place in
the performancefieldisno
easy stunt...the GTO just
makes it seem easy.

Power! Action! Excitement! What?
What else, the Original GeeTeeQoo.
The Tiger is back again for ‘67,
stronger and even less civilized than
before. And now that competition
has gotten greater, it has a few new
tricks for the game it invented. It's
the same story that excited America
five years ago, and as with most
good stories the imitators can't out-
do the originator. Winning a chess
game against Bobby Fischer would
be easier than beating a GTO for all
around performance, comfort and
sheer good looks.

For the new year, Pontiac's prize
has received a distinctive wire-mesh
grille, a different rear end treatment,
and even better handling through
the adoption of Firestone FT70-14
Super Sport Wide Oval tires. Under

the hood things have also changed a
bit, with 400 cubic inches now the
only available engine displacement.
Two variations on this theme are
available, one pumping out a rela-
tively mild 335 horsepower at 5000
rpm, with 441 lbs./ft.
while the High Output version boasts
400 horsepower at 5200 rpm, and
441 lbs./ft. of torque at 3400 rpm.
Either one propels the 3600-pound
GTO in an outstanding manner.

The drive train on our test car in-
cluded the H.O. engine, the Close Ra-
tio four-speed transmission, a 4.33-
to-one limited slip differential and
the Wide Oval tires. This set up is
strictly for jack-rabbit acceleration
and—except to impress automotive
journalists—we'd be hard put to rec-
ommend it. Even for drag racing it
peaks out too quickly to be much of
a competitive threat. Our top speed

limited by the 5200 rpm red line
was just 91 mph, which was attained
in 13.4 seconds and well within a
quarter of a mile from the starting
point. We can just see all those Sun-
day afternoon hotshoes figuring they
have it in the bag only to get blown
off in the last few feet. By over-rev-
ing to 5600 rpm, at which point the
valve lifters pumped up, we were
able to sneak up to top speed of 98
mph, On the way up to this speed,

of torque, |

our 0 to 60 mph time was 6.9 sec-
onds, and this included delays caused
by two rather leisurely shifts (speed
shifting and general tightening up
on starting technique might cut off
almost a full second here). Quite
plainly then, the C.R. gearbox cou-
pled with the 4.33 axle is not for

commuting to the station or fetch- |

ing groceries.

The GTO (our test car excepted)
is generally at ease on highways or
winding country roads. Its suspen-
sion is firm enough to absorb bumps
and ruts, yet soft enough to make
America's great concrete and asphalt
ribbons feel as smooth as they look.
To balance this ride, we recommend
the optional disc brakes for the front
wheels; at least they come a lot clos-
er to giving stopping power in pro-
portion to engine power. The stan-
dard drum brakes simply are not
efficient enough to stop the GTO.
During our high-speed braking tests
they grabbed badly on the second
stop from 80 mph and we ended up
sliding all over the road.

The suspension is straightforward
in design and execution, with un-
equal-length wishbones at the front
and a rigid rear axle suspended by
twin trailing links and two trans-
verse links. Both ends use coil springs
and with the optional handling pack-
age, heavy duty shocks are thrown
in. Also included in the handling op-
tion is a heavier front anti-sway bar.
It effectively reduces body roll with-
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out radically changing ride comfort
as would stiffer springs.

As with most Super Cars, we would
not buy the GTO without its option-
al handling kit. It gives the car a
harsher ride, but the added adhesion
and reduction in body roll is well
worth it; particularly in terms of
control and security at high speeds
on secondary roads. With just the
normal suspension arrangement, the
GTO understeers alarmingly and is
quite a handful to drive. But when
the optional handling goodies are
added it becomes almost neutral (al-
though still tending to understeer
slightly) and is a much better bal-
anced car,

Our test car was also equipped
with the optional hood-mounted ta-
chometer which is both convenient
and easy to read despite having only
120° sweep. However, we can only
guess what happens during night
driving. It seems that a light mount-
ed on the hood and aimed at the
driver's eyes—as the light on the
tach is—would not only cause his
pupils to dilate but would be an
annoying distraction from the cru-
cial task of watching the road (“But
officer, I was only turning 3800 rpm
when I went into the swimming
pool”). The standard dashboard con-
tains full instrumentation, including
a large, round 270" sweep tachomet-
er mounted adjacent to an equally
| large speedometer. Plans call for sub-
stituticn of a clock for the standard
tach when the hood-mounted model
is ordered, but our test car had both
which led to all sorts of eye-hopping
to see if they registered the same.

The interior is neatly upholstered
in vinyl and bucket seats are stan-
dard on all models. We adapted very
well to the low GTO seats and rate
the overall relationship of driver to
steering wheel, controls and gear-
shift as excellent. Forward visibility
is also very good. Unfortunately it is
the only direction where an unob-
structed view is to be had. The rear
quarter is practically blind because
of styling considerations, front quar-
ter vision is obstructed by the wide
windshield posts and vent window
supports and rear vision is only
moderately good due to the high deck.

Despite our criticisms, and despite
being given a test car that was suit-
ed only for acceleration, we still like
the GTO. No longer is it unique, it
is now just one of the still growing
parade of performance cars from De-
troit. But it's the original and ex-
perience has helped it develop a
character and a strong personality
that all the others can only imi-
tate. Being first is what made the
GTO, and we see no reason for it
to drop back to second at this point.
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PONTIAC GTO

Manufacturer: Pontiac Motor Division
General Motors Corp.
Pontiac, Michigan
Price as Tested: $2935

Water-cooled V-8,
bearings

Bore x stroke . .

Displacement . . ..

Compression ratio.

cast iron block., 5 main
.4.12x3.75 in, 105 x 95 mm
400 cu in, 6440 cc

10.75 to one

Carburetion . 1x4 bbl Rochester
Valve gear. Pushrod operated overhead valves,

hydraulic lifters
Power (SAE) .......... 380 bhp @ 5100 rpm
Torque. .. .. .......... 441 Ibs-ft @ 3400 rpm

Specific pawar output. 0.83 bhghnar cul ‘m
p per liter
remium fuel

Mileage. ......uus 79 mpg on
51-194 miles

mpg
Range on 21.5-gallon tank. ...

DRIVE TRAIN

IR . oo wsisaiasy 10.4-inch single dry plate
Transmission . 4-speed manual, all synchromesh

Gear Ratio  Overall Mph/1000 Max
rpm mph
Rev 2.27 9.82 —9.8 —52
1st 2.20 9.53 8.8 46
2nd 1.64 7.10 10.3 58
3ﬂ:| 1.28 5.54 15.1 78
4th 1.00 4.33 19.6 98
Final drive ratio. ................ 4.33 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase .....concevvvnnasassssss 15.0 in
Track ......0. ¥R e N F: 58.0 stgom

SUSPENSION:
F: Ind ., unequal-length
rings, anti sway bar
R igid axle and locating links, coil springs

wishbones, links, coil

Brakes 9.5-in drums F, 9.5-in drums R,
269.2 sq in swept area

Steerm* — Rectrcu!atlng ball

Turns, lock to lock. .. ... .. .. 4.25

Turnms elrele .. .iicses 41 ft.

Tires and wheels. . ....... .’ _Firestone F70x14, on

6.0JK rims
ACCELERATION
Zero To Seconds

lmhlll‘lgllr||-l 100
L. Standing 4 M.Le
90 S MR | 9
5 | 1
- | 1
B0 - I -1-BC
o | ]
70 —4T je— 1
5 | |
L [ ]
60 f—f—— | !
o ] |
F | | !
50 |- - t : 50
E | | 4
I ! 1
wl i = S = .] S _I. 130
| | 1 ] i
| | |
2 [ ' | | | i
30 et 30
| PONTIAC GTO
i L | Top speed, obsarved 98 mph E
20 |- = Temperature 60°F :
E Wind velocity 10-12 mph =
=t | Altitude above sea level  450f | <
w 1T 1 In4runs, 0 = &0 mph times g
E varied between z
L 6.7 and 7.2 seconds
0 I
0 SECONDS 10 15 20 25 30

CHECK LIST
ENGINE
SRILNE o oivrimsarmmssesmsssnsionns Very Good
Response _.............cccoiniiinn, Excellent
NOISE ~.cnunismnanamsmsmsm Fair
WIBFBEION . (oirsnmsmsraemnivussisiscess Poor
DRIVE TRAIN
Clutch Action .........................Very Good
Transmission Linkage ........... Excellent
Synchromesh Action ............ Very Good
Power-To-Ground

Transmission ......................Very Good
BRAKES
RESPONSE ..o rieseeeiea Good
Pedal Pressure ............cccvvevvrmevensnnnnn. FAIF
Fade Resistance ..........cccccceveeeenn... Good
SMOOthNESS . ...ooviviveiiivarsaarineaannen, Good
Directional Stability ..........................Poor
STEERING
ROSPONSE s Excellent
ACOUTACY st Good
Feedback . .. Fair
Roagd kel ....onnisssnnamsicnFal
SUSPENSION
Harshness Control .......................... Fair

Roll Stiffness Excellent
TTABKINE (vvv v Very Good

Pitch Control ..........................Very Good
Shock Damping ......ccccccceevnvnevnnnnn.... Fair
CONTROLS

Location ... ummsnmisumiancvery Good
Relationship .........ccccceuvveee..... Excellent
Small Controls ........................Very Good
INTERIOR

VIBIBIY csmavicasnmsmssmmmanmssmsisss P
Instrumentation ... Excellent
Lighting .......caniainasisaery Good
Entry/Exit cssas 000
Front Seating Comfort ...Very Good
Front Seating Room ... ....Excellent
Rear Seating Comfort ... ” ...Fair
Rear Seating Room ............... ..Fair
Storage Space ...................... Very Good
Wind Noige ......ccusemaves Poor
Road Noise ......................oocevn......... Fair
WEATHER PROTECTION

Heater .. Excellent
Defroster veveenennn.. Excellent
Ventilation .................... vererne. Very Good
Weather Sealing ..... Very Good
Windshield Wiper Action .......... . Good
QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior ................. Very Good

Materials, Interior .................. [Excellent

Exterior Finish ........cicamseiis...Good
Interior Finish _.......occooiveenee.. Good
Hardware and Trim ................Very Good
GENERAL

Service Accessibility ...................... Good
Luggage Space ............c.cueee. Very Good
Bumper Protection ................... Good
Exterior Lighting ... Very Good
Resistance to crosswinds Very Good




CHEVROLET
IMPALA SS 4217

Neither fire-breather nor
yacht, the SS 427 strikes
a nice compromise.

Automobiles have changed a lot dur-
ing the past few years and one of
the best ways they have changed is
the profusion of body styles, sizes
and optional equipment. A prime ex-
ample is the non-performance orient-
ed Chevrolet line. It used to be that
if a car was equipped with a hot en-
gine and heavy duty suspension, it
was unmanageable in traffic or even
on most highways. Times have cer-
tainly changed for the better. Case
in point, our test car, a 1967 Chev-
rolet SS 427 with three-speed Turbo
Hydra-Matic transmission, air con-
ditioning and stereo AM/FM radio.

We'd call it a luxury car only it
goes too fast and it doesn’'t have a
true luxury price-tag (or the right

“name’). So instead we'll call it a
Sport Sedan although it really isn't
comfortable in that category either.
For one thing the SS 427 rides just
like the advertisements say, Jet
Smoooooth. Secondly, with every
conceivable creature comfort avail-
able for installation, how can you
justify calling one of these cars
sporty? So until someone comes
along with a category tailor-made
for this car, the best we can do is to
call it sorta-sporty.

In this notch it does just fine. For
example, it accelerates well, with 0
to 60 mph times in the 7.2 to 7.6
second range —pretty impressive.
But it's the manner in which the
SS 427 does it. All that happens is
the car gathers up its fender skirts
and rushes along until, wham, 60
mph has arrived. A sport sedan
should have a more brutal impact in
order to deserve the name. Another
thing slightly out of kilter is corner-
ing. The Chevy rolls a whole lot,
understeers a little and does it all at
deceptively high speeds. It's like a
power boat in rough water; all the
splashing and thrashing disguises
the fact that you're moving faster
than the skippers of old Yankee Clip-

pers dared to dream. A true sports-
car also goes rapidly around a bend,
but the body doesn't roll so much
and the ride is terribly, terribly stiff

-not so dramatic, but not so com-
fortable either.

We'll confess, sporting or not, the
S8 427 is one heck of a good han-
dling machine. The blue hardtop we
tested was not equipped with the
heavy-duty suspension we recom-
mend, but it still cornered very well
and had some semblance of evasive
maneuverability.

The SS 427 suspension is general-
issue GM all the way. It consists of
upper and lower unequal-length wish-
bones, coil springs and an anti-sway
bar at the front. In the rear is a
Hotchkiss axle controlled by twin
trailing links and opposing lateral
links to aid in location. Bending
our test SS 427 into a sharp bend
gave a multitude of sensations, in-
cluding a strong understeer and
enough body roll to make it feel as
though the door sills were about to
scrape the road. At this point we
realized any more speed would cause
the oil pan to make like a plow as
we left the road for the open fields
bevond. But with all this warning,
we avoided going on our head and
are here to report that despite all
the understeer and rolling, the SS
427 is still a good handling car. Our
test car also came equipped with the
optional 11.75-in disc brakes. While
they didn't impress us as the best
that could be done. they are an aw-
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ful lot better than the standard
drums.

To the first-time viewer the most
impressive thing about the Impala
SS 427 is, of course, that 427 cu. in.
engine. It was developed back in
1962 and '63 for Junior Johnson's
use on the NASCAR circuit. It is a
direct descendant of  the famous
“porcupine head” mystery engine
that neatly dusted off the best Ford,
Chrysler and Pontiac could muster.

In 1964, Chevrolet introduced a
much modified version of the same
engine design in 396 cu. in. Cor-
vettes, and later it was used in the
same form for the Chevelle. Now
it's back to the 427 cu. in. displace-
ment it originally had and is avail-
able in the Impala line. Naturally it
is not quite the same thing that
Junior Johnson used in his heyday.
Bore and stroke has been changed
and valve incline angles are differ-
ent, but this still doesn't stop it
from occasionally revealing its heri-
tage. It breathes very freely and
even with hydraulic lifters, one has
the impression that there really isn't
any limit to available revs. Unfor-
tunately this is not quite the case,
but it still produces 385 horsepow-
er at 5200 rpm, with 460 lbs./ft. or
torque at 3600 rpm. The tachome-
ter, when fitted, is redlined at 6000
rpm, above which the lifters pump
up to solid lumps and prudence dic-
tates staying within the limit.

As with many of the 1967 cars
from Detroit, the Impala SS 427 just
doesn't offer the visibility it should.
Front and side vision isn’'t too bad
but beyond that you've taken a step
into the twilight zone. The massive
rear supports for the hardtop—a la
Riviera—create enormous blind spots
on either side and the relatively high
rear deck also limits rear vision. As
with most Chevys, a lot of attention
has been given to seating comfort.
This pays off in plenty of leg and
shoulder room as well as a luxurious
yvet well-supported seating position.

Overall the SS 427 is a very in-
teresting car. It has the power to
rate among the fastest of Sports
Sedans (sporty cars if you prefer)
and yet is smooth riding and thor-
oughly plesant to live with. In ad-
dition it is large enough to carry
five passengers and their luggage
over long distances, all without un-
due stress and strain. And the Im-
pala has a long list of options for
performance, handling, comfort and
style. Depending on your inclina-
tion or need, it can be a very good
high performance machine or a lux-
ury land cruiser. Either way you
can't go too far wrong.
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CHEVROLET IMPALA SS 427

Manufacturer: Chevrolet Division
General Motors Corp.
Detroit, Michigan

Price as Tested: $4436

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

in
ore 425:3?5“!.10?:95111"1

Bore x stroke. . . .
Displacement . 427 cu. in, 6B74 cc

Compression ratio i : 10.25 to one
Carburetion. .. .. .. .. 1 x 4-bbl Rochester
Valve gear. Pushrod-operated ouarhead valves,
hydraulic lifters

Pwer BBAE): - ivivsaamae 385 bhp g 5200 rpm
TOrgQue. .....coovievus 460 Ibs-ft 3500 rpm

0.91 bhp per cu. in,

Specific power output
56 bhp per liter

Mileage ’ 12-14 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 24.gallon tank B8-336 miles
DRIVE TRAIN
Transmission . . .3.speed automatic plus torque
converter
Mph /1000 Max
Gear Ratio Overall pm mph
Rev 2.08 6.39 =123 -65
1st 2.48 7.61 10.3 55
2nd 1.48 4.54 16.9 88
3rd 1.00 3.07 25.1 130
Final drive ratio 3.07 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase 19.0 in
Track F 52 5 R 52 4in
Length 213.21in
Width 799 in
Height 55.4 in
Curb Weight 3952 Ibs
Test Weight 4252 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear 53/47%

Suspension F: Ind., unequal-length wishbones,
coll springs, anti-sway bar
R:TG axle and locating links
75-in disc F, 11.0-in drum R,
319.6 sq in swept area
Recirculating b:l;_!

Brakes

Steering . . .
Turns, lock to lock.
Turning circle

Tires and wheels

...... Goodrnar G70 x 15 on

BJK rims
ACCELERATION
Zero To Seconds
30 mph . 2.7
40 " 39
50 5.2
60 1.2
70 9.3
80 118
o0 ¢ 15.3
100 19.2
Standmg 4-mile 91 mph in 15.5
100 100
90 ] Sl.lur!m!; o Mile 4 L - ] %0

€0 1 § | 1 I
50 — — 50

e ! |-

0 o 4 i -

CHEVROLET IMPALA S5 427
N Top speed, estimated  130mph

11 1 Temperature 60" F
Wind velocity 10=12mph
Altitude above sea level 4501

In A runs, 0 — 60 mph times
vared between
72 and 76 seconds

TRUE MPH

0 SECONDS 10 15 20 25 30

CHECK LIST
ENGINE

DYUNG  -osanssmvsanmensent
Response ... .
NOISE: (i

Vibration ..............

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch Action .. ... .

Transmission Linkage

Synchromesh Action

Power-To-Ground Transmission

BRAKES
Response .
Pedal Pressure

Fade Resistance .. . ... .. }

Smoothness

Directional Stablhtyl o

STEERING

Response .. ... ... .

Accuracy
Feedback

Road Feel ...

SUSPENSION
Harshness Control
Roll Stiffness
Tracking

Pitch Control
Shock Damping

CONTROLS

Location . ... .
Relationship .
Small Controls

INTERIOR
Visibility . .
Instrumentation
Lighting
Entry/Exit

Front Seating Comfort

Front Seating Room

Rear Seating Comfort

Rear Seating Room
Storage Space
Wind Noise

Road Noise

Very

Very

...Good
Good
Fair
....Good

Good
Poor
Good
Fair
Good

Very

....... Good
.....Fair
Good

.. Fair

.. Good
Very Good
Very Good
Excellent
Excellent
Fair

Fair

Fair

Very Good

' Very Good

WEATHER PROTECTION

Heater

Defroster
Ventilation
Weather Sealing

Windshield Wiper Action

QUALITY CONTROL
Materials, Exterior
Materials, Interior
Exterior Finish
Interior Finish

Hardware and Trim .

GENERAL
Service Accessibility
Luggage Space

Bumper Protection ... ...

Exterior Lighting

Resistance to Crosswinds

Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Very Good

Very Good
Very Good
Very Good
Very Good
Very Good

Fair
Very Good
Very Good
Very Good
Very Good




FORD 7-LITRE

Luxury end of the Ford
line features comfort,
and a luxury price.

“Hey Marty, waddyva wanna build
this yvear?"

“l dunno, what have we done late-
ly?”

“Well, we built a small car with
big performance, a big car with
small performance, a medium-size
car with just about any kinda per-
formance va want, a big car with
big performance, a luxury car .. .”

“Hey, we gotta luxury car with
big performance ?"

“Nah, waddya say we build some-
thing like that!"

“Yea hey, we'll make it real fancy,
give it a swingin' name and shove
that big 428 in it!"

With a sensitive finger on the
public pulse, Ford introduced the
7-Litre over a year ago. In the short
interval since then nearly evervone
else has come up with some sort of
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as has
been the case of late—Ford was first
and, quite possibly, the finest.

Make no mistake, the LTD 7-Litre
is the top of the Ford line. With
“distinctive” chrome strips and me-
dallions, and quite obvious attention
to quality control throughout, the
Ford LTD is a cut above most other
models in the Ford line. And with
the “‘Quiet Man' gallavanting
around Europe, showing his wares
to automotive connoisseurs, Ford's
advertising agency made certain
that the public became aware of the
LTD's higher quality.

For 1967 things have not changed
too greatly. The car is slightly long-
er, although wheelbase remains the
same, and the chrome trim has been
changed somewhat. It is undeni-
ably a very neat car, but there is no
doubt that it is still a Ford and if
vou're considering buying a car for
prestige, remember an awful lot of
people are still going to think of it
as a fancy Ford-—not a Cadillac, not
a Continental but a Ford!

To power this dreamboat, Ford
bored and stroked its faithful old
390-cubic inch workhorse for the
job, boosting displacement to 428
cubic inches. In case you haven't
figured it out, that's 7 liters (spelled
“litres’” in Dearborn, Michigan)

performance luxury car, but

right on the button, This power-
plant, which has rather restricted
breathing but a terribly wide torque
curve, should not be confused with |
Ford's hot 427, which serves as the |
company's outright performance en-
gine. The two blocks are different
and there is no more than a super-
ficial resemblance to them. The 7-
Litre is rated at 345 hp and, all
in all, it's nothing more than an ex-
ceptionally large but fairly docile
V-8. It will get to 60 mph in 8.1
seconds and will turn the quarter-
mile in 16.5 seconds at 83 mph, al-
though high speed touring on lim-
ited-access roads is where the LTD
really shines. In terms of sheer pow-
er and interior comfort it is tre-
mendous.

But any vehicle capable of speeds
of this nature should be expected
to stop efficiently. With disc brakes
on the front, we had hopes that the
LTD would have this ability. Unfor-
tunately we found stopping dis-
tances to be just marginally accept-
able. The forward weight transfer
is so excessive that one is led to
wonder just what the rear brakes
are doing while the front pair smoke
and fume through the agony of
hauling this two-ton vehicle to a
halt.

So this car will accelerate to, and
cruise at, three-digit speeds, and it
will stop with a certain amount of
efficiency. But will it handle?

In a word, no.

Luxury equals softness
troitese and, unfortunately,

in De-

this car |



is a luxury sedan with a ecapital
“L." We know Ford can build prop-
erly located suspensions with rea-
sonable roll stiffness and harshness
control, but even with the LTD's
standard heavy-duty suspension
package, there is too much roll and
too much understeer, coupled with
too much power. High speed corner-
ing created massive understeer and
the only way to maintain even par-
tial control was to apply more lock
and back off the throttle. Hardly
what one expects in a $4,000 car
proporting to be a high-performance
machine.

As we mentioned earlier the rid-
ing comfort of the LTD is outstand-
ing—almost good enough to make
one overlook its other faults, The
seats are richly upholstered and the
front bench seat has nifty fold-down
arm rests for both driver and pas-
senger. Each are individually ad-
justable and are ideal for long trips.
While the interior decor is subdued
and attractive much of it has been
scavanged from existing Thunder-
bird and Mustang compoaients. The
wheel is rimmed with a plastic that
looks exactly like wood but isn't as
slippery. Phony rivets dapple its
surface and gee-whiz continental-
tyvpe holes are cut in the spokes of
the dished wheel, If you can stand
it, all of the Thunderbird flashing
lights and buttons are available in
the T7-Litre too, and that means
blinking signals when the door is
ajar, when gas is low, when seat
belts are unfastened, ete. It's kind
of like walking down the Strip in
Las Vezas when everything is blink-
ing away, but it certainly does make
vou sit up and correct whatever is
causing those lights to go off.

In the final analysis, the T7-Litre
is an ultra-loaded Galaxie and very
little more, Assembly techniques
are the same, materials are perhaps
a little better, and the options, save
the engine and the interior trim, are
practically the same. This is stand-
ard procedure among all major auto-
makes, but we wouid like to think
that the purchaser of a Ford cost-
ing something like $1500 more than
the average model is getting some-
thing really unique. This is not the
case, but the purchaser of a 7-Litre
LTD is still receiving a fairly so-
phisticated automobile for his
money. The car will travel in the
sort of silent, high-speed manner
that is becoming such an important
part of the American driving scene
and it will do it with reasonable op-
erating costs and a high level of re-
liability. Now, if a little civility in
the handling department can be
added—and it wouldn't take much—
we would really love this car.

FORD 7-LITRE

Ford Division
Ford Motor Company
Dearborn, Michigan

Manufacturer:

Price as Tested: $4164
ENGINE

Water.cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ings
Bmegx stroke 4.13 x 3.98 in, 105 x 102 mm
Displacement 428 cu. in, 7016 cc
Compression ratio 10.5 to one
Carburetion 1 x 4-bbl
Valve gear Pushrod-operated overhead valves,
hydrauhc lifters

Power (SAE) 345 bhp 4600 rpm
Torque 462 Ibs-ft @ 2800 rpm
Specific power output 0.81 bhp per cu. in,
49.3 bhp per liter

Mileage 14-18 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 25 gallon tank 350-450 miles
CHASSIS
Wheelbase ..........c0000000: 119.0 in
TOBEK. .- ys vnninwnaimiopenins F 62.0 R 62.0in
LONEN o osoanneisaalise 2130in
WIS .o i dida s eva e ..79.0in
Heihl O R A 54.7 in
WM%ht .................. 4147 lbs
Test Wel vevow. 4554 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear .. ... 56/44°,

Suspension F: Ind,, upper wishbone, lower link
and drag strut, coil springs, anti-

swa& bar
igid axle, locating links, coil
springs
Brakes 11.9:in discs F, 11-in drums R,
234 sq in swept area
Steerin

.............. Raclmulatmg ball
Turns, lock to lock 4
Turning circle 41 f1

Tires and wheels . .....7.75 x 15 on 5.5-in rims
DRIVE TRAIN
Trar sion . ..3-speed aut tic plus torque
converter
Mph/1000 Max
Gear Ratig  Overall rpm mph
Rev 2.18 6.10 -12 -52
1st 246 6.88 50
an 1.46 4.09 IB 79
3rd 1.00 2.80 28 125
Final drive ratio . .. .......cc00... 2.80 to one
ACCELERATION
Zero To Seconds
33
4.6
.7
B.1
11.3
15.2
20.1
26.6
16.5
F:
=
8
:
i SECONDS

CHECK LIST

ENGINE

Starting ... Very Good

Response ... cainarnnsFAIE

Noise Very Good

Vibration ...Excellent
. DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch Action
Transmission I.mkage
Synchromesh Action .
Power-To-Ground Transmnssnon

........ Fair
BRAKES
RESPONER. ...vmmnsninissasnsisuinsnssuninssssns Fair
Pedal Pressure ..........c..cooeereemmermmnnen Fair
Fade Resistance ...........................Fair
Smoothness (SR RN AR T a3 D Poor
Directional Stability ..........................Poor
STEERING
ROSPONSE viiivimivmassnmissa 000
ACBUTRCY - woivvismsssasassiisussimsissssausaivuinnss VOO
Feedback enerzpasmnassrersei BIT
Road Fel ..iunmmnnnasasaasadair
SUSPENSION
Harshness Control ................Very Good
Roll Stiffness ... .. e Poor
TrACKIRE - orveenvissiiinisvassisssvsisevacia T
PReh: Control ..covmiimsaiadesees Poor
Shock Damping .......cccevecnersrsreecenn..POOF
CONTROLS
Location ...........ccccceevevennnnne.... Very Good
Relatonship . ...ccamnnnmmnanaiime Good
SMaIl CONLIols .....cosemmsmsessseonsinnarsnresss Fair
INTERIOR
Visibility .. ......oooovieeiiiiiienree.. o Excellent
Instrumentation ; Fair
Lighting . ...Very Good
Entrnym ...... ) Very Good
Front Seating Comtor‘l ... Very Good
Front Seating Room .. ............. Very Good
Rear Seating Comfort ................ Good
Rear Seating Room ............ Very Good
Storage Spack ... ; Good
Wind Noise ... .......Very Good
Road Noise ..........................Very Good
WEATHER PROTECTION
Heater [Excellent
Defroster ..Very Good
Ventilation ... Very Good
Weather Sealing .......Very Good
Windshield Wiper Action ........ Excellent
QUALITY CONTROL
Materials, Exterior ... ............ Very Good
Materials, Interior .................... . Good
Exterior Finish ....Good
Interior Finish e GO0
Hardware and Trim .......................Good
GENERAL
Service Accessibility ................... Fair
Luggage Space ..........coeennn Excellent
Bumper Protection Very Good
Exterior Lighting Excellent
Resistance to Crosswmds Very Good
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BUICK RIVIERA

If you're in the market to
impress the ‘‘have-nots,"
here's your yacht.

Riviera . . . a magic word for most
people, a valuable word for Buick
since introduction of its car by that
name in 1963. Riv--iee-err--aah, even
without Ev Dirksen’s well oiled locu-
tion, it is a sensuous sound; bring-
ing to mind an instant association
with sand, fun, yachts and class—by
all means let's not forget class.
Money too, is involved. The money
one pays for a car with that magic
name and the beautiful image it in-
vokes. The Buick Riviera has been
a winner for over four years and in
1967 it will undoubtedly continue as
one of America's top cars.

Basically the Riviera is a straight-
forward design powered by a 430 cu.
in. V-8 introduced for 1967. Cou-
pled with this new powerplant is a
Turbo Glide transmission made by
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GM's Hydra-Matic division and, fur-
ther along the drive train, is the
rear axle suspended by trailing links
and a track bar. It is a five passen-
ger sedan of the type we classify as
luxury/personal. Other cars in this
category-—competing for the upper
end of the middle-price bracket
(read future Cadillac owners)-—are
the Thunderbird and Toronado. In
this segment of the market cars
often seem slightly out of touch with
reality and one might wonder why
people beat down doors to buy them.
Take the Riviera for example. It is
one of the industry's styling leaders,
having brought the high-hipped look
into the market in 1963. But with
this styling doctrine, bumpers are
useless because of being moulded
flush with the sheet metal around
them. And while seating is great in
the front, the poor rear seat passen-
gers find their shins or knees being
constantly gouged by ashtrays
mounted on the backs of the front
seats. The list of paradoxes goes on
and on. Such incongruous things as
excellent forward visibility com-
pletely negated by the high degree
of cervical dexterity required to see
around the rear roof supports and a
suspension only its designer could

love. These are just a few of the
aspects of the Riviera, and its ilk,
that we cannot understand.

The suspension is far too soft for
backroad usage, and the power steer-
ing gives the driver only a minimum
of road feel. This would appear to
make the car ideal for highway
cruising where any little vibration
or noise can become tiring. But once
again, high speed cruising is not the
Riviera's long suit. On asphalt sur-
faces the ride is good—although the
car tends to follow even the smallest
road ripple; on concrete surfaces,
such as found on most interstate
highways, the expansion joints cause
the rear axle to hop forward and
back in its rubber bushings. This
motion makes the driver acutely
aware of constant wheelbase changes
and prompts a feeling of general in-
stability. After an hour of driving
with this slight forward, slight back-
ward motion, the Riviera is enough
to drive you out of your head.

A twisting mountain road? For-
get it. The brakes are satisfactory,
but the shocks are too soft and so is
the suspension. On top of that the
rear axle is too loosely located.

Commuting in city traffic? May-
be, but remember that large targets
are easier to hit and even a sub-
marine commander has a better idea
of what is going on behind him. At
least in a submarine they admit its
shortcomings and provide those in
command with periscopes and sonar.
The Riviera makes no such admis-




sion and the driver is left to his own
devices to figure out what is going
on behind those massive roof sup-
norts. A factor making travel in
heavy traffic even more of a task is
the wrap-around front and rear
fonders which effectively hide head
and tail lights from almost any an-
gle other than straight on.

You may have gathered that we
don’t like the Riviera very much.
That's right we don't; but it isn’t
any worse than other cars in the
luxury/personal category, and in
fact, it is probably the best. The
styling is as handsome as it is un-
fortunate, but then most things that
are “styled” do end up being unfor-
tunate so we’ll make allowances for
that. But the area we can’t over-
look is suspension. Buicks have al-
ways been softly sprung, but the
Riviera's very soft shock absorbers
and ultra-low spring rates are ridic-
ulous. In 1966 we tested the Riviera
Gran Sport, and liked it very much
with the exception of its soft shocks.
Installing Konis would be a terrific
improvement and would change the
whole character of the car for the
better. In one other area the route
to improvement is clearly marked;
the rear axle should have some of
the rubber thinned down or else a
new rear suspension should be de-
vised. Ferraris have proven that
well-located solid axles can be safe
and enjoyable, and it would help
Buick quite a bit if it too would de-
velop an axle that stays where it
should.

So what did we like about the
car? The seats are extremely com-
fortable, and rate with the best
we've seen. The instruments are
legible, very attractive and compre-
hensive. And, throughout the car, a
very high level of craftsmanship is
displayed.

The Riviera is not lacking in per-
formance either, with quarter mile
times of 16.5 seconds at 85 mph
being easily attainable. Our test car
was equipped with Buick's specialty,
big aluminum finned drums at the
front end and cast iron drums in the
rear. Even after hard usage we
didn’t encounter any appreciable
fading. Still, an optional disc brake
system is available and even Buick
personnel admit it is better for pro-
longed severe usage. Gas consump-
tion—in the 12 to 14 mpg range -is
rough on the wallet, but pikers aren’t
apt to drive around in Rivieras so
we'll just mention it in passing.

If a prestige car is what you're
after, and if high-style is a neces-
sity, then the Riviera fills the bill.
But either bring along your Drama-
mine or don't forget to install Koni
shocks before you drive it away.

BUICK RIVIERA

Manufacturer: Buick Motor Division
General mowcrs Corp.
Flint, Michigan

Price as Tested: 34469

ENGINE
Water-cocled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

INgs
Bmng stroxe 4.18x3.90 in, 106299 mm
Disp.ac amanc 430 cu. in, 6923 cc
Compr.ssion ratio 10.25 to one
1x4 bbl. Rochester 4MU

Carburedon

Valve gear Pushrod-operated overhead valves
Power (SAE) 360 bhp @ 5000 rpm
Torque 475 Ibs-ft @ 3200 rpm
Specific power output 0.84 bhp per cu. in,

52 bhp per liter
Mileage 12-14 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 21-gallon tank 252-294 miles
DRIVE TRAIN

Transmission 3-speed automatic, plus torque

converter

Mph/1000 Max

Gear Ratio Overall rpm mph
Rev 2.08 6.38 12.90 —58
ist 2.48 7.61 10.72 49
2nd 1.48 4.54 17.79 82
3rd 1.00 3.07 26.91 118
Final drive ratio 3.07 to one
CHASSIS

Wheelbase ) 119.0 in
Track : .. F:635 R:63.0in
Lengih arboy 2113 in
Widih . 794 in
Height 54.2 in
Curb w::ihl 4363 Ibs
Test Weaight ... .......... 4890 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear 54 /46,
Suspension F: Ind., qual-length wishb

coil springs, anti-sway bar
R: Rigid Axle, two trailing arms,
track bar. coil springs

Brakes 12,0-in finned aluminum drum with
cast iron liner F, 12.0 drum R,

320.5 sq in swepl area

Steering Recirculating ball
Turns lock to lock 3.75
Turning circle 423 .

Goodyear 3T Power
Cushion B.45x15, 6JK

Tires and wheels

ACCELERATION
Zero To Seconds
30 mph 3.0
2 T e S oy 4.4
50 6.4
60 B.5
70 11.0
80 " 145
90 18.8
100 245
Standing '4-mile 85 mph in 16.6
1 T - - —
0 - 1100
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i Top speed, estimated  120mph | &
20 [ Temperature 75°F :
- Wind velocity 4=7 mph B
sl Alttude above sea level 4001t
— 1 iIn3runs. 0 — 60 mph times
g vaned between =
85 and 89 seconds
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CHECK LIST

ENGINE

Starting
Response
Noise
Vibration

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch Action
Transmission Linkage
Synchromesh Action

Power-To-Ground Transmission

BRAKES

Response

Pedal Pressure
Fade Resistance
Smoothness
Directional Stability

STEERING

Response
Accuracy
Feedback
Road Feel

SUSPENSION

Harshness Control
Roll Stiffness
Tracking

Pitch Control
Shock Damping

CONTROLS

Location ...
Relationships
Small Controls

INTERIOR

Visibility ... )
Instrumentation
Lighting . ..
Entry /Exit

Front Seating Comfort

Front Seating Room
Rear Seating Comfort
Rear Seating Room
Storage Space

Wind Noise

Road Noise

WEATHER PROTECTION

Heater

Defroster
Veniilation :
Weather Sealing

Windshield Wiper Action

QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior
Materials, Interior
Exterior Finish
Interior Finish
Hardware and Trim

GENERAL

Service Accessibility
Luggage Space
Bumper Protection
Exterior Lighting

Resistance to Crosswindé

Excellent
Very Good
Very Good

Excellent

Fair

Good

Very Good
Excellent
Good
Good
Good

.. Good
Good
Fair
Fair

Excellent
Poor

Fair

Very Good
Very Good

Very Good
Very Good
Good

Fair
Very Good

_Very Good

Very Good
Excellent

'.Very Good

Good
Fair
Good

. Excellent

Very Good

Very Good
Very Good
Excellent
Very Good
Excellent

. Excellent
Very Good

Excellent

.Very Good

Excellent

e Good

Fair
_ Fair
... Good
Excellent
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OLDSMOBILE
TORONADO

When GM needs someone
to blaze a trail, Olds
goes into action. ;

Oldsmobile’s Toronado has been on
the market for over a year and it
should be enough time to stand back
and take a fair evaluation of its suc-
cess. With a $4,500 plus price-tag.
it's fairly obvious that the Toronado
wasn't expected to sell like a Mus- |
tang, but the Thunderbird is a pret-
ty logical opponent in the Ford sta-
ble, and the Toronado did fairly
well against this established name; |
almost half as many Toronados were

sold as Thunderbirds. How about
bringing things closer to home—the
Buick Riviera? Against its fellow

GM product, the Toronado did even
better—about two Toronados for ev-
ery three Rivieras.

An even more telling point for the

Toronado is its new imitator. Cadil-
lac held back for a vear gauging

public acceptance of the front-wheel- |
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drive Toronado and this year has
come out with its own version. Wheth-
er the relationship of Cadillac's El-
dorado (virtually identical except
for coachwork, options and price-
tag) and the Toronado will be sym-
biotic or parasitic remains to be
seen. But, based on last year's rec-
ord, it's reasonable to say that the
Toronado was everything Oldsmo-
bile hoped it would be. It's a de-
served success—the Toronado is a
fine car and should have proven that
the buying public is appreciative of
well designed automobiles even if
they are a radical departure from
the tried and true.

While many people expected the
Toronado to magnify the faults of
fwd cars because of its extra power
and weight, it just didn't happen.
In fact it's almost impossible to tell
that this is a fwd car; instead it
seems to very good handling
and exceptionally roomy luxury/ per-
sonal car. This impression is no ac-

be a

cident. While Olds started to build
a fwd car on a pretty standard
American chassis, they ended up

with a fwd car with a specially de-
signed-—and much stronger—chas-
As a result the car is predict-
able, strong, smooth and quiet.
The engine and transmission are
not in themselves terribly exciting.
Very simply the engine been
moved slightly to the right of cen-

sis.

has

ter and the Hydra-Matic transmis-
sion is nestled on the big V-8's left
side, carrying the power from the
back of the engine to the front
wheels via a chain drive and torque
converter. Powerplant and transmis-
sion are assembled as a unit and
are held in place by one front and
two rear mounts.

The engine is a fairly standard
425-cu. in. Oldsmobile V-8 which has
been moderately hopped up to pro-
duce 385 horsepower. The Toronado
is heavy, very heavy, so the extra
horses don't result in neck busting
acceleration. Instead smoothness and
torque are its greatest attributes.

The wvariable pitch torque con-
verter is bolted to the rear of the
engine, as usual, but the transmis-
sion had to be turned 180 degrees to
get the power to the front wheels.
This was accomplished through use
of a two-inch, maultiple-link chain
which takes the drive from the con-
verter to the planetary gear seat.
The cast iron differential housing
bolts directly to the transmission
case and is thus offset substantially
to the left of center. Planetary gears
are used in the differential, instead
of bevel gears, to keep the final drive
as narrow as possible and to allow
room for the straddle-mounted pin-
ion. Power is transmitted via ball-
splines from the differential to the
half-shafts, and these same splines
must accommodate all the axial
movements of the half-shafts. It all
looks terribly expensive and, more
than likely, is.



The chassis is exceptionally stiff
and strong, due to Oldsmobile's de-
sire for silence. Originally it was to
have a fairly standard sub-frame
chassis, but the unusual torsion
stresses encountered with the fwd
dictated that an unusually long sub-
frame by devised. An additional
benefit from the increased torsional
stiffness is that it is possible to use
very high spring rates. The result
is a car with a more than acceptable
boulevard ride and greatly increased
cornering power.

We've always felt that Oldsmobile
has a unique ability to take a given
GM body shell and make it look
cleaner and more expensive than the
Buicks or Pontiacs that shared it.
And although the Toronado shares
the same shell with Buick's Riviera,
we much prefer the Old's lines. In-
side things are just as nice. The
seats are very comfortable and offer
reclining backs (both bucket and
bench seats have this feature). The
rear seat is a happy surprise. Though
still not as roomy as one of the long-
er-wheelbase sedans, it is more use-
ful and more comfortable because
there's no drive shaft tunnel and
because the cushion is full-depth all
the way across——the middle passen-
ger is not sitting on one inch of
foam and fabric covering an unyield-
ing hump in the floor. In addition
there is a first class ventilation sys-
tem that is the next best thing to
air-conditioning.

The Toronado will corner faster
than any American car of similar
size utilizing the front-engine rear-
drive layout. Because it does it so
effortlessly, one might not notice
just how good it is. It is possible to
bend the car into a high-speed, con-
stant radius turn as fast as it will
go, change the throttle opening, and
sit there in amazement when noth-
ing happens. Most fwd cars—with
any power at all-—will change direc-
tion in such a situation. And once
the brakes are properly broken in,
they are as good and as smooth as
any drum brakes . . . with over two
tons of moving metal to rein to a
halt, they'd better be good.

We are most enthusiastic about
the car's evasive capability—the one
valid key to improved automotive
safety. That this is available on ev-
ery showroom Toronado, without
having to specify a selection of
heavy-duty options, is to the credit
of Oldsmobile. The Toronado repre-
sents some of the most advanced au-
tomotive thinking that Detroit has
come up with in the past few years.
Thankfully it has proven to be sale-
able and, therefore, worthy of the
time and expense of its careful de-
velopment.

OLDSMOBILE TORONADO
Manufacturer: Oldsmobile Division
General Motors Carp.
Lansing., Michigan

Price as Tested: 34550

Water-cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ings
4.13 x 3.97 in, 104x100 mm

Bore x stroke
Displacement 425 cu. in, 6965 ce

Compression ratio 10.5 to one
Carburetion 1 x 4-bbl.
Valve gear . Pushrod-operated overhead valves,

hydraulic lifters

385 bhp @ 4800 rpm
480 Ibs-ft @ 3200 rpm
0.91 bhp per cu. in,
55.3 bhp per liter
Mileage . 15-18 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 24. gallon tank 60432 miles

Power (SAE)
Torque
Specific power uutput

DRIVE TRAIN
Transmission. . . 3-speed automatic plus torgue
converter
Mph/1000 Max
Gear Ratio Overall rfm mph
Rev. 2. OB 6.68 —12.35 —b4
1st 2.48 7.96 10.36 54
2nd 1.48 4.75 17.37 90
3rd 1.00 3.21 25.67 133
Final drive ratio. ........cc00a00.. 3.21 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase ... ............ 119 in
Track F635§630m
Length - . .211 in
Width ' 785 in
Height 528 in
Curb Weight . . 4496 |bs
Test Weight 4542 Ibs
Weight dlsmbutlnn front/rear 60/40°%,

Suspension F: Ind.,, unequal-length wishbones,
coil springs, stabilizer bar
R: Rigid axle, single-leaf springs,
traction dampers
Brakes . .. ... 11.0:in drums, front and rear,
328.2 sq in swept area
Recirculating b;:ll

.43 ft.
.8.85 x 15 on 6-in rim

Steering .....

Turns, lock to lock
Turning circle et
Tires and wheels .. .. ..

ACCELERATION
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| Top speed, estimated 133 mph ;
201 —1 Temperature 75°F |2
£l | Wind velocity 7=10mph
=l | Altitude above sea level 6501t
w 1 Indruns, 0 — 60 mph times
E varied between z
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CHECK LIST

ENGINE
Starting
Response .
Noise

Vibration ..

DRIVE TRAIN
Clutch Action

Transmission Linkage

Synchromesh Action
Power-To-Ground

Transmission .....................

BRAKES
Response
Pedal Pressure
Fade Resistance
Smoothness
Directional Stabmty

STEERING

ROSPONBE i msti i

Accuracy
Feedback
Road Feel

SUSPENSION

Harshness Control ... .. .. .

Roll Stiffness
Tracking

Pitch Control
Shock Damping

CONTROLS
Location
Relationship
Small Controls

INTERIOR
Visibility
Instrumentation
Lighting

Entry /Exit

Front Seating Comfort

Front Seating Room

Rear Seating Comfort . '

Rear Seating Room
Storage Space
Wind Noise .
Road Noise .

WEATHER PROTECTION

Heater
Defroster
Ventilation
Weather Sealing

Windshield Wiper Actlon

QUALITY CONTROL
Materials, Exterior .
Materials, Exterior
Exterior Finish
Interior Finish .

Hardware and Trim ...

GENERAL

Service Accessibility .. ...

Luggage Space

Bumper Protection . .. .

Exterior Lighting

Resistance to Crosswinds

Excellent
_Good
Good
Good

...Very
_Very

Very

Very
Very
Very

Vefﬁ

Very Good
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent

Good
. Good
Very Good

......... Very Good

.. Excellent
Excellent
Excellent

.. Excellent
. Very Good

Very Good
Very Good
Very Good
Good
Excellent

Fair
Good

Good

Very Good
Excellent
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CHEVROLET
CAMARO SS 350

Chevy’s answer to the
Mustang is more of an
echo than something new.

Like the Mustang, the Camaro is not
so much a new car as it is a new
approach, Like the Mustang, the
Camaro is based largely on existing
hardware—in this case, the Chevy
II/Chevelle models. Like the Mus-
tang, the Camaro is a sporty-look-
ing car with a long hood and a short
rear deck, although its styling is
related much more closely to the
Corvair than to the Mustang.

The youth market—or what's left
of it after the Draft and tight
money—is what the Camaro is aimed
at, with older folks wanting in on
the fun because that's where they
think the action is. It's Everyman's
“cute little car,” with practicality or
performance, as you choose. We
naturally opted for the performance
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model, the SS 350.

The figure 350 will not be familiar
to Chevy fans because it refers to a
new engine size. The ubiquitous 327
cu. in. V-8 was enlarged to 350 cu.
in, by increasing the stroke from
3.24 in. to 3.48; the bore remains un-
changed at 4.00 in. The 350 engine
is available only in the Camaro and
is mildly tuned to produce an easy
295 horsepower at 4800 rpm, with
good pulling power from 800 rpm up.

The Mustang's equivalent to the
S8 350 is the 390 GT, which boasts
an engine some 40 cu. in. larger and
25 hp more powerful. But in almost
every other specification, the Camaro
and the Mustang are indistinguish-
able. The Camaro engine line-up
consists of a 140-hp six cylinder,
210-hp and 275-hp V8s, as well as
the S8 350. The Camaro’s 108.1-in.
wheelbase is 0.1 in. longer than the
Mustang’'s, the Camaro is longer
overall by 1.3 inches, wider by 1.9
inches, lower by 0.6 inch, and its
track is wider by 0.9 inch. Inter-
nal dimensions are similarly com-
parable.

The Camaro and the Mustang are
alike in using unitized body-chassis
construction, but the structure ex-

tends only to the Camaro's cowl. A
sub-frame is bolted onto the front
end, supporting the engine and front
suspension—an arrangement some-
thing like that used on the Toronado/
Eldorado. The 56-inch single-leaf,
semi-elliptic rear springs appear to
be borrowed directly from the Chevy
II, but Chevy engineers were quick
to point out that the Camaro’s
“Monoplate” springs are six inches
shorter. By contrast, the Mustang
uses classic multiple-leaf, semi-ellip-
tic leaf springs. A more substantial
departure from current suspension
practice is evident at the front end.
Whereas the Mustang and the Chevy
II use an upper wishbone, a lower
control arm and a drag strut, the
Camaro reverts to the older system
of unequal-length wishbones, top and
bottom, The reason given for the
Camaro's bolt-on front assembly is
to isolate noise and make repairs
easier, but we suspect that in the
future it could also be used in the
way GM used the “E' body-—a basic
shell shared by several divisions.
All told, Chevrolet's Camaro does
not offer the extremes of perform-
ance that the Mustang does. GM's
eggs are in a softer, more middle-
of-the-road basket.

In fact Chevy seems to be tip-
toeing all the way. The Camaro is
only available in two body styles, a
notchback coupe and a convertible—
both 2-doors. If there are plans for
enlarging the line to include a fast-
back, it definitely won't be available
for awhile.




Although our test car was loaded
with the raciest of all possible per-
formance option combinations (4-
speed transmission, front disc
brakes, heavy-duty suspension, Fire-
stone Wide Ovals, fast-ratio power
steering, et al) it was not, as hinted,
a sports car. If anything, it is a pint-
sized version of the “Super Cars”
(GTO, 4-4-2, ete.), and could turn
the quarter in 16.1 seconds at 86
mph.

The Camaro SS 350 looks like a
tasteful American interpretation of
a European Gran Turismo, so we
expected a lot of it. Too much it
seems. Chevrolet has had at least
two years to come up with a car
demonstrably superior to the Mus-
tang. That it hasn’t may speak vol-
umes about Ford. Maybe GM can't
build a better mousetrap, only a
good one.

All this aside, and judging the car
solely on its own, the only glaring
design error we found was obviously
an easily correctable oversight. With
the combination of the SS 350 en-
gine and the 4-speed manual trans-
mission, drag racing starts are im-
possible. The rear axle judders al-
most uncontrollably, with the car
hopping sideways almost as far as
it is making forward headway. The
solution is a set of torque-control
arms underneath the Monoplate
springs, a factory option.

Overall, the Camaro is a pleasant
little ear, with several characteris-
tics that won't go unnoticed by the
taste-making enthusiasts. Our test
car was equipped with Firestone
Wide Oval tires on optional 6-inch
rims, which gave exceptional trac-
tion at a very small expense in ride
comfort. And under normal braking,
the Camaro seemed stable, although
the inadequate rear axle control
would become evident in panic stops.
A sharp, heavy stab at the brakes
would result in excellent initial de-
celeration, followed by some axle
tramp. The loss of directional con-
trol experienced in the acceleration
runs was not as bad, but the driver
does have to back off the brakes to
keep the rear end in line, and this
showed up in the results as longer
stopping distances. We still re-
corded a braking force of .76 G
which is well above the average.

The Camaro has no quirks or idio-
syncrasies and it should be a fairly
easy car to live with. Everything is
straightforward and simple and in-
telligently sorted out. The interior
is sensibly arranged and comfort-
able (bucket seats are standard
equipment), although not exactly
luxurious. All in all there's no rea-
son on earth why the Camaro
shouldn’t sell very well.

CHEVROLET CAMARO SS 350

Manufacturer: Chevrolet Motor Division
General Motors Corr‘
General Motors Building
Detroit, Michigan

Price as Tested: $3385

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ings
4 00:3 433:r| 101.6x88.5 mm

Bore x stroke
Displacement 50 cu. in, 5694 cc
10.5 to one

Compression ratio,
Carburetion 1x4 bbl Rochester Quadrajet

Valve gear Pushrod operated overhead valves,

hydraulic lifter
Power {SAE) 295 bhp @ 4800 rpm
Torque 380 Ibs-ft @ 3200 rpm

0.84 bhp per cu. in,
51.8 bhp per liter
pg on premium fuel
. 42-296 miles

Specific puwer output :

Mileage 13-16 m
Range on 18.5-gallon tank

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch .+ 11.0- mch single dry plate
Transmission 4-speed manual, all-
synchromesh
Mph/1000 Max
Gear Ratio Overall rprm mph
Rev 2.54 0 —8.6 —45
1st 2.54 B8.40 8.6 45
2nd 1.80 5.95 12.2 63
3rd 1.44 4.76 15.3 BO
ath 1.00 3.31 220 1
Final drive ratio v.....3.31 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase
Track
Length
WD cciieanenassiassssinaniios !
Height .......cc000000 d
Curb Weight
Test Weight . 3
57/43%

Weight distribution front/rear. .. . .

F: Ind., unequal-length wishbones,
coil springs, anti-sway bar

R: Rigid axle, smFgIeleaf springs
11.0-in vented dlscs 9.5.in drums R,
4 sq in swept area
Raclrculatmg ba:}l

5 37 ft.
.. .Firestone D70-14 Super
Sports Wide Oval on 6k rims

Suspension

Brakes

Staerinf

Turns, lock to lock
Turning circle
Tires and wheels

ACCELERATION
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CHEVROLET CAMARO SS 350
Top speed, estimated 120mph

Temp 75°F | &
Wind velocity 4=7mph @
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Altitude above sea level  450ft
In 4 runs, 0 — 60 mph times

vaned between
78 and 79 seconds
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CHECK LIST
ENGINE

SEHIUNE ...corsnsnessnsvanranaannasnevaens

Response ...
Noise . .. ...
Vibration

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch Action ..........cccevninvennes
Transmission Linkage ......
Synchromesh Action .............

Power-To-Ground
Transmission

BRAKES

LT o] L

Pedal Pressure
Fade Resistance .. ..
Smoothness . ... ..
Directional Stabllity

STEERING

RESPONSE: . i iiiaa

Accuracy
Feedback

Road Feel ...l

SUSPENSION

Harshness Control .......................

Roll Stiffness
Tracking

Pitch Control .........

Shock Damping

CONTROLS
Location
Relationship
Small Controls
INTERIOR
Visibility
Instrumentation

Entry/Exit .

Front Seating Comfort SsHesETE SRS
Front Seating Room .........................

Rear Seating Comfort .
Rear Seating Room .....
Storage Space .........
Wind Noise ............
Road Noise ..

WEATHER PROTECTION
HeBTBr . . . oamimamsieimsiomnds

Defroster
Ventilation
Weather Sealing

Windshield Wiper Aciion

QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior ..................

Materials, Interior ...
Exterior Finish ..........
Interior Finish .

Hardware and Trim .......cceveveeveevnnnnnn.

GENERAL

Service Accessibility .......ccoceviiveennnn.

Luggage Space ........
Bumper Protection .

Exterior Lighting ..

Resistance to Crosswmds

Lighting ...

...... Very

..Very Good
Good
Very Good

...Very Good

..Very Good
...Very Good
......Good

Very




FORD
MUSTANG GT/A

All those other cars with
animal names might not
catch this thoroughbred.

You'd think that dropping an an-
chor like the 390 engine into the
Mustang would overload the front
end and make it handle like a real
dog, wouldn't yvou? The puristi will
glance at the specs and hoot deri-
sively at the awful 60/40 weight
distribution and tell you the rig will
never fly, right? Wrong! But, to
tell the truth, even we expected the
Mustang 390 GT to plow like a farm-
er. It doesn’t. The car we tested
had over 400 pounds more weight
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on the front wheels than last year's
289, there have been no bhasic changes
in the Falcon-inherited suspension,
yvet the Mustang 390 GT has balance
and handling.

The idea of stuffing the 390 en-
gine into a car originally designed
for a unit half that size is pretty
wild, and it leaves the way clear
for some even hairier engines in the
future (it is the same block used
for Ford's 427 racing engine). The
bare bones of the '67 Mustang are
plenty strong enough to take over
400 horsepower, so a measly 320 hp
isn’t going to bend a thing.

The 390 is strong, no doubt about
it. In a heavy, full-sized Ford it
isn't much to sound off about, but
in a 3400-pound compact, it comes
on like spit on a griddle. As a mat-
ter of fact, the Mustang 390 GT is
the fastest of the current sporty-
type cars from Detroit—including
the Camaro, Barracuda, Marlin and
the Mustang's heavier brother, the
Cougar. Driving as laconically as
we ever do in a car like this, we
knocked off 15.2-second quarter-miles
with the air conditioner and the
stereo tape deck going full blast and
letting the XPL 3-speed automatic

shift when it felt like it. In a car
stripped of luxury items, and with
a 4-speed, we figure the 390 could

easily get down into the mid-14 range. |

Nonetheless, we enjoved having
those options. Maybe we're getting
feeble but we don't think we'd like
to own a car like this with manual
steering. We could do without the
tape deck and the tilt wheel and all
that, but we'd hate to lose the power
steering and automatic transmission.
Manual 4-speeds are keen, but the
automatic is keener, even faster out
of the hole, too. And this year, the
“Sportshift” feature that allows in-
stant 1-2-3 upshifts and 3-2 down-

shifts comes with the Mustang auto- |

matic. Good stuff.
If all this rubber-peeling speed
weren't matched by good handling

. and braking, we'd be a little nervous

about this swing toward Wastusi en-
gines in Pigmy chassis. But., the
Mustang's chassis has been around
long enough that Ford has learned
to tune the suspension like a Stein-
way. Of course, those fat Firestone
Wide Ovals don’t hurt, either.

With power steering, street tire
pressure and no limited-slip differen-
tial, we felt that we were going as
fast around Ford's neat little hand-
ling loop as we ever have, with no
more effort or discomfort than driv-
ing a Continental in a straight line.
The Mustang corners willingly, if
somewhat clumsily. It doesn't seek




the right line instinctively, the way
a thoroughbred will, but once point-
ed in the proper direction, it clam-
bers eagerly around the corner. True,
initial understeer is there, but over-
steer can be induced by a flick of
the wheel here and a poke at the
throttle there. All in all, it's very
hard to throw it off balance or make
it come unglued.

The stopping distances weren't
exactly dime-sized. but, again, the
car responded well. With the op-
tional front-wheel disc brakes, the
engineers threw two jokers into the
deck: one, a delay valve on the front
that doesn’t let the discs come on
until the brakeline pressure is above
a certain value; two, a limiting
valve on the rear to prevent wheel
lock-up. The front valve is there so
that you don't wear out the pads in
congested traflic situations—dabbing
at the pedal in city traflic operates
only the rear drums. The rear valve
has a high cut-off point, but on a
high-traction surface, the rear wheels
will still lock-up during the last few
feet of a panic stop.

Anyone who liked the old Mustang
ought to go nuts for the '67. The
interior sparkles with a new instru-
ment panel layout, and more luxuri-
ous hardware. It looks like Ford
has decided the Mustang is going to
be around for awhile, so why not
invest some money where the occu-
pants can enjoy it?

The ride has been improved to
the point that it's every bit as good
as most of the intermediates, except
over very rough surfaces where the
Mustang tends to revert to the hell-
for-leather aspect that typified the
earlier models. One touch we liked
for its refreshing honesty was those
louvers in the hood; they're real!
Obviously inspired by the upward
radiator ducting on the Ford GT
racing cars, these embryonic slits
exhaust a small percentage of radi-
ator air, probably improving the
cooling plus melting windshield ice.

After a couple of years of having
the market virtually to itself, the
Mustang is going to have to really
go some this year. It seems that
just about everybody who has ever
made a car is in the market with an
intermediate sport sedan this year.
Of course, Ford does have a two year
jump on them and the Mustang is
obviously the car to *“get.” The
marketing brains that made the Mus-
tang such an instant success are
well aware of the new climate and
have made enough detail refinements
to keep the Mustang a stride ahead
of everyone else. On top of that it
has an established following that
isn't about ready to put this horse
out to pasture yet.

FORD MUSTANG GT/A
Manufacturer: Ford Motor Company
Rotunda Drive
Dearborn, Michigan
Price as tested: $3.673

ENGINE
Water-cooled V:8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ings
Bore & stroke 4.05 x 3.78 in. 103 x 96.2 mm
Displacement 390 cu in, 6340 cc
Compression ratio ) 10.5 to one
Carburetion 1 x 4-bbl Holley

Valve gear Pushrod operated overhead

valves, hyd(aulic lifters
Power (SAE) 320 bhp 4800 rpm
Torque 427 Ibs- l't 3200 rpm

Specific power output 0.82 bhp per cu in,
50 bhp per liter
Mileage 10-14 mpg on premium fuel

Range an 17.0 gallon tank 70-240 miles

DRIVE TRAIN

Transmission
converter

3-speed automatic plus torque

Gear Ratio Over-all mpha’wO{J rpm  Max mph
Rev 2.20 6.60 11 56
1st 246 7.38 10. 3 49
2nd  1.46 4.38 17.3 87
3rd 1.00 3.00 25.4 124
Final drive ratio 3.00 to one
CHASSIS

Wheelbase 08.0 in
Track F 58.1, R 58. ! in
Length 183.6 in
Width e asies 709 in
Height . 51.8 in
Curb Weight k 3414 |bs
Test Weight 3897 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear 60/40%

Suspension

F: Ind., upper wishbone, lower control arm and
drag strut, coil spring, anti-sway bar

R: Rigid axle, semi-elliptic leal springs

Brakes 11.38-in vented discs F, 10.0-in drums
R, 330.0 sq in swept area

Steerin?

Turns, lock to lock

Turning circle

Tires and wheels

Recarcuiatmg ball
4.0

.37 1t
Firestone F70-14 Wide
Oval on 6L rims

ACCELERATION

Zero to Seco
30 mph
40 mph
50 mph
60 mph
70 mph
80 mph
90 mph
100 mph
Standing /4 -mile
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CHECK LIST

ENGINE

SEATHNE oo irismiisessisemsbnsingt . Very Good
Response . Very Good
Noise Fair
Vibration Excellent
DRIVE TRAIN

Transmission Linkage Very Good
Power-To-Ground Transmission Good
BRAKES

Response | Very Good
Pedal Pressure Very Good
Fade Resistance Fair
Smoothness Good
Directional Stability Very Good
STEERING

Response . Good
Accuracy ... ... Good
Feedback Very Good
Road Feel Good
SUSPENSION

Harshness Control Fair
Roll Stiffness v.ery Good
Tracking Very Good
Pitch Control Very Good
Shock Damping . Fair
CONTROLS

Location Good
Relationship . Very Good
Small Bontrol: «:...suesaimizecsions . Good
INTERIOR

Visibility . Very Good
Instrumentation Good
Lighting . Good
Entry/Exit Very Good
Front Seating Comfort Very Good
Front Seat Room Very Good
Rear Seating Comfort Good
Rear Seating Room Poor
Storage Space Poor
Wind Noise Fair
Road Noise .. Fair
WEATHER PROTECTION

Heater Excellent
Defroster Excellent
Ventilation : Good
Weather Sealing . . _Very Good
Windshield Wiper Action Very Good
QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior ! Good
Materials, Interior Very Good
Exterior Finish Good
Interior Finish B ..... Good
Hardware and Trim . .. ... ... ... Fair
GENERAL

Service Accessibility . Poor
Luggage Space Fair
Bumper Protection : Good
Exterior Lighting Very Good
Resistance to Crosswinds Very Good
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MERCURY |
COUGAR |

The question is whether |
a Mustang can outrun a |
Cougar in the market.

If you think Mercury's Cougar is ‘
simply a Ford Mustang with lock-
washers, you're in for a big surprise.
True, the car shares many of the
same components, and there are no |
really radical departures from basic
Dearborn design principles, but nev-
ertheless there are many improve-
ments which are both noticable and
worthwhile. At present the Cougar
is only available in a two-door ver-
sion. But if sales go well, one can
expect to see Cougars with slightly
different pelts padding into the mar-
ketplace.

Obviously a lot of effort has gone
into making the Cougar appear to
be something different than the Mus-
tang. The wheelbase has been
stretched three inches (from 108 in.
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to 111 in.) which is immediately
noticeable to rear seat passengers in
terms of additional leg room. This
does not mean that there is the ex-
panse of the Great Plains back there,
but at least something other than a
crouch is possible.

Aside from the extra inches add-
ed to the wheelbase, stylists at Mer-
have stuck on another six
inches overall. The result is a much
larger appearing car than the Mus-
tang. At the same time things have
been kept under control so that the
Cougar retains the same crisp and
clean impression of its kin from
Ford while not being a carbon copy.
There is no mistaking the Cougar
from the front, a massive split grille

-vaguely reminiscent of the 1958
Mercury-—sets the car off from any-
thing else on the road. And, as a
concession to gadget-lovers, there
are retractable headlights somewhere
behind that toothsome grin of
chrome.

Although the Cougar is trying
hard not to look like a Mustang,
there is no reticence to copying suc-
cessful marketing techniques. Prime
example is a list of options only
slightly shorter than a five-year old's
letter to Santa Claus. Literally,
buyers can spend hours pouring ov-

er all the “personalizing” goodies
that the thoughtful Mercury dealers
can provide. Included are such all-
the-comforts-of-home items as
“breathing upholstery” (hopefully
free of halitosis), and a stereo tape
deck as well as the performance and
suspension packages.

Our test car was equipped with
the 225 horsepower, 289 cu. in. en-
gine which is neither the least pow-
erful nor the most powerful avail-
able. The standard power unit is
a 200-hp version of this same block
while at the other end of the scale
sits a massive 335-hp 390 cu. in.
monster (no chintzy little six-bang-
ers for the Cougar). Acceleration
with the 225-hp engine is a shade
lackadaisical, so we would probably
be very unimpressed with the 200-
hp unit. Unfortunately the 390 cu.
in. V-8 would probably be heavy
enough to upset the 289-engined car's
nice balance, so the 225-hp engine
is likely to be the best compromise.
If you must have more GO, almost
all the Cobra 289 power options are
available; although this would make
the engine incongruously busy in an
otherwise soundproof car.

Our test car was also fitted with
the console-mounted *“Sportshift” 3-
speed automatic transmission. It al-
lows the driver to manually up and
downshift at will (only exception is
into low gear at speeds in excess of




15-20 mph). It isn’t quite as good
as Chrysler's Torque-Flite, but it
certainly has a lot over the 2-speed
automatic GM offers in its smaller
cars. We found the Sportshift to be
much more convenient than either a
manual 3- or 4-speed and-—with trac-
tion limited by street tires—it per-
forms equally well. Our car was
also equipped with Firestone Wide
Ovals and we were able to turn the
quarter in 17.5 seconds with a speed
of 79 mph. Our 0 to 60 mph times
were a respectable 10.1 seconds.

Other than appearance, the most
pronounced difference between the
Mustang and the Cougar is the ride.
While the Mustang tends to ride like
its namesake, the Cougar is almost
completely free of harshness except
on extremely rough roads or under
extraordinary cornering conditions.

The suspension layout is almost
identical with that of the Mustang.
Front suspension consists of coil
springs and upper and lower control
arms with trailing “drag” struts to
locate the Cougar's wheels in the
fore-and-aft plane and at the same
time to isolate impact shock loads.
In the rear is a rigid axle and semi-
elliptic leaf springs. The use of soft
rubber suspension bushings contrib-
utes to ride comfort but has also led
to a general imprecision in wheel
geometry. Pushing our test Cougar
into a sharp turn on a poor road
surface, sent the wheels pointing ev-
ery whichway, and violent wheel
movements could be distinctly felt
through the suspension. We expect-
ed the car's attitude to become equal-
ly as confused, but instead the Cou-
gar tracked around the turn on the
intended line. Granted it leans a lot,
looks terrifying and feels untidy, but
it's really one of the best-riding,
best-handling standard passenger
cars we've driven.

The interior of the car is complete
with rolls, pleats, heavy padding and
a full-length console which all adds
up to a womb-like effect by isolating
the driver from the other front seat
passenger. An instrument cluster,
including speedometer, clock and in-
dicator light housing, is located con-
veniently in front of the driver with
most everything positioned so that
the eye can quickly find whatever
it seeks.

The beastiary of the automotive
kingdom includes tigers, horses,
sharks, fish, deer, insects, birds,
mythical birds and now a Cougar.
Although many of these cars seem
to be misnamed-—being more bo-
vine than brute—the Cougar does
emulate its namesake. It's sure-foot-
ed (although a bit clumsy), sleek,
solidly built and has a pretty good
bite.

MERCURY COUGAR
Manufacturer: Lincoln-Mercury Division
Ford Motor Company
3000 Schaefer Road
Dearborn, Michigan

Price as Tested: $3347

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear.

INgs
Bore x stroke 400 x 2.87 in, 101.6 x 72.9 mm

Displacement 289 cu. n, 4700 cc
Compression ratio 9.8 to one
Carburetion 1 x 4-bhl
Valve gear Pushrod-operated overhead valves,

hydraulic lifters
Power (SAE) 25 bhp @ 4800 rpm
Torque 305 Ibs-ft @ 3200 rpm

Specific power output 0.77 bhp per cu. in,

48 bhp per liter

Mileage 12-16 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 17.gallon tank 204-272 miles
DRIVE TRAIN
Transmission ., . 3-speed, automatic plus torque
converter
Mph/1000 Max
Gear Ratio Owverall rpm mph
Rev 2.20 6.60 -118 —59
1st 2.46 7.38 10.5 53
2nd 1.46 4.38 178 a9
3rd 1.00 3.00 26.0 117
Final drive ratio ............. 3.00 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase ) 11.0in
Track viaeak i F:58.1 R: 58.1 in
Length 190.3 in
Width o : 71.2 in
Height 51.8in
Curb Weight 3119 Ibs
Test Weight 3369 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear 44 /56

Suspension F: Ind, upper wishbone with lower
transverse member and drag strut,
coil springs, anti-sway bar

R: Rigid axle, semielliptic

SPrings
10.0-in drums F&R
251.3 sq in swept area
Steering Recirculating ball
Turns, lock to lock 45

Turping circle 39 2
Tires and wheels F70.14 Firestone Wide Oval,
on 6J rims

leat

Brakes

ACCELERATION

Zero To
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CHECK LIST

ENGINE

SartiDE i
Response
Noise

Vibration

DRIVE TRAIN
Clutch Action

Very
Very
Very

... Excellent

Transmission Linkage .

Synchromesh Action
Power-to-Ground Transmission

BRAKES

Response .
Pedal Pressure

Fade Resistance ..........cccooivenens

Smoothness I
Directional Stabuhty ..............

STEERING

Response
Accuracy
Feedback

NOAT FB® v amskimssnis s

SUSPENSION

Harshness Control ....................

Roll Stiffness
Tracking

Pitch Control
Shock Damping

CONTROLS

Location ...

Relationship ...
Small Controls .............coeee.

INTERIOR

Visibility .o
Instrumentation . LR
LIBRAING: sissicnsssamevssaninsiines
Entry/Exit . ..

Front Seating Comfort
Front Seating Room

Rear Seating Comfort

Rear Seating Room
Storage Space .

Wind Noise ...

Road Noise .....

WEATHER PROTECTION

Healor ..
Defroster .............
Ventilation

Weather Sealing
Windshield Wiper Action

QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior o
Materials, Interior ... ...,
Exterior Finish
Interior Finish —
Hardware and Trim ..............

GENERAL

Very

Very
Very
Very

Excellent

Very

Excellent
__Excellent

Very
Very
Very
Very
Very

Very
Very

. Very

Very

Service Accessibility ..................

Luggage Space

Bumper Protection ... ... ...

Exterior Lighting
Resistance to Crosswinds

Good

Excellent

Good

Good
Good
Good

Good
Poor

Poor
Fair

Fair

Good
Good
Good

Good
Good
Good
Good
Good

Fair
Poaor
Good

Good
Good
Good
Good
Good

Good
Good
Good
Good
Good

Fair
Fair
Good
Good
Good
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PLYMOUTH
BARRACUDA
FORMULA $

Once as graceful as a
beached whale, it's now
lithe as its namesake.

By a very narrow margin, Plymouth's
Barracuda was America's first
“sporty’” fastback. Whether or not
all the effort was worth it is another
case. Hastily cobbled up from Valiant

body and chassis parts, the first
Barracuda had an ungainly, tail-
heavy appearance and rather poor

performance. In the succeeding years
performance was greatly improved,
but appearance was left virtually
unchanged. For 1967 the stylists at
Plymouth have pulled out all stops
and have come up with one of the
very best looking cars ever to roll

| out of Detroit.

Originally slated for introduction
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in 1968, the new Barracuda was
rushed into production to meet the
challenge of Chevrolet's Camaro and
Mercury’'s Cougar—both of which
are competing for roughly the same
market as well as is Ford's popular

Mustang. From the outside, no one
would ever guess that this car is

on the scene prematurely, but there
are certain dead giveaways (such as
the fact that the big hot set-up.
which comes equipped with a 383 cu.
in. engine, is not available with pow-
er steering—not because it's so light
on its feet, but because there is no
clearance for a power booster).

The all new body bears a strong
family identity with its predecessor,
but the overall effect is altogether
different and much more pleasing.
The backlight, which used to wrap
all the way around the rear quar-
ter, now arcs flatly across the tail
while the rear quarter is “blind"”
sheet metal. The fastback termi-
nates abruptly in a Detroit inter-
pretation of the Kamm-theory tails;
it isn't much as an aerodynamic
spoiler, but it certainly looks good.

The front end continues the orig-
inal Barracuda's divided grille theme,
but with considerably more empha-
sis. The center of the radiator is
completely shielded for '67 and cool-
ing could conceivably suffer under

extreme conditions. Dual headlights
are continued, set within deep bezels
surrounding the twin grilles. Unfor-
tunately, seeing either the front or
rear running- and tail-lights is near-
ly impossible from the side.

In profile, the new Barracuda's
fender lines closely follow the wasp-
waisted shape pioneered by Pon-
tiac. It is in side view that the Bar-
racuda’s almost complete lack of
chrome is most dramatically evi-
dent, but by any standard and from
any angle, it's a remarkably clean
and uncluttered design.

The new 'Cuda is mechanically a
twin of the '67 Plymouth Valiant
{and Dodge Dart), which means that
the major changes from '66 are a
1.8-inch wider front track and 2.0-
inch longer wheelbase. The result
is a longer, wider and lower car
than previously.

There is another difference and it
is a jolting one. The hottest engine
available in Valiants and Darts is
the 235-hp, 273 cu. in. V-8: the
Barracuda's tiger-hunting engine is
a whopping 110 cu. in. larger. Ap-
parently Plymouth felt that the in-
termediate 318 cu. in. engine wouldn't
be competitive with the Camaro 350
cu. in. V-8, so the 383 was shoe-
horned in. This of course leaves the
door open for future installation of
the 375-hp, 440 Super Commando,
but for '67 the 383 should still be
enough to make the 'Cuda the fast-




est of all the sporty compacts,

Our test car came equipped with
the Formula S package. It meant
special handling goodies, a little
chrome, and a distinctive decor. We
also had a 4-speed manual trans-
mission, disc brakes, a tighter (3.91)
rear end and no power steering or
brakes. With this setup we were
able to turn the quarter in 16.6 sec-
onds with a terminal speed of S3
mph. This is just about a second
faster than last year's Barracuda
Formula S8 was able to do. The 0
to 60 mph times were actually a frac-
tion slower in the '67. In a drag
race the new car would reach 60
mph later, but it would be farther
down the strip.

We would have preferred auto-
matic transmission, power steering
and power brakes, because the car
is a bear to drive without them. The
4-speed is the big Chrysler unit,
nearly unburstable, and a delight to
use, but the automatic is all that
coupled with extra convenience.
Steering effort is extremely heavy
and full of springy, self-centering
return, The high energy levels nec-
essary to crank it around tend to
mask the car's handling characteris-
tics, but it's obviously on a par with
the best of the big sports sedans.

While the rear-seat area is none
too comfortable for human beings of
average stature, a fold-down feature
turns the Barracuda into a unique.
compact station wagon. The rear
seat/cargo area is separated from
the trunk by a “security panel”
operable only from the trunk, so
that nobody can rifle that compart-
ment should the car be left unlocked.
With this panel down, the floor is
seven feet long and is fine for car-
rving long, low objects.

The Barracuda abounds with oth-
er attractive features. The side glass
is curved for sexier styling and more
hip room, a pop-open fuel filler cap
is an attention-getting item, a lock
on the glove box is standard, a vent
exhausts air through the slot be-
tween the door and the body for a
refreshing measure of ventilation,
safety door handles, dual master
brake cylinders, an energy-absorb-
ing telescoping steering column,
anti-glare windshield wipers and
about a million other safety and
luxury items are available,

All in all, the Barracuda is a prac-
tical, well-balanced, sassy car whose
sporty overtones are justified by
exceptional road-worthiness. Chrys-
ler Corporation has built up the best
reputation in the industry for quali-
ty control and we wouldn’'t hesitate
to recommend the '67 Barracuda to
anyone in the market for a sporty
compact.

PLYMOUTH BARRACUDA FORMULA S
Price as Tested: $N.A,

Manufacturer: Chrysler-Plymouth Division
Chrysler Corporation
12200 East Jeferson
Detroit 31, Michigan

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ngs
Bnre“: stroke 3.63x3.31 in, 92x89 mm
Displacemant 273 cu. in, 4481 cc
Compression ratio 10.5 to ane

1x4-bbl. Carter

Carburetion
Vilve gear Pushrod-operated overhead

valves, mechanical lifters
Power (SAE) 235 bhp @ 5200 rpm
Tarque 280 Ibs-ft @ 4000 rpm

Specific power oulput 0.86 bhp per cu. in,
52.5 bhp per liter
Mileage

Range on 18 gallon tank

14-18 mpg on premium fuel
253:326 miles

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch 9. 1inch single dry plate

Transmission 4.speed manual, all.synchromesh
Mph/ 1000 Max

Gear Ratio Owverall ] mph
Rev 309 2.08 6.6 36
I st 3.09 12.08 6.6 36
2nd 1.92 7.50 10.6 58
3rd 1.40 5.47 14.5 80
Ath 1.00 3.91 203 112
Final drive ratio 3.91 to one

CHASSIS

Wheelbase 108.0 in
Track F574 R556in
Length 193.0 in
Width 71.6in
Height 53.5 in
Curb Weight 3373 Ibs
Test Weight 3851 Ibs
Weight cistribution front/rear 55/45,

SUSFENSION

F: Ind., unequallength wishbones, torsion bars,
anti-sway bar

R: Rigid axle, asymmetrical semi-eliptic leaf
SPrings

Brakes 11.1-in vented disc F. 10.0:in
drums R, 314.7 sq in swept area

Steering Recirculating ball

Turns, lock to lock 4.7

Turming circle 38 .

Tires and wheels Goodyear 6.96-14 Blue

Streak on 5.5 nms

ACCELERATION
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CHECK LIST

ENGINE

Starting ! Fair
Response seeannenss 00O
Noise - Fair
Vibration ...Excellent
DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch Action Very Good
Transmission Linkage Very Good
Synchromesh Action Excellent

Power-To-Ground Transmission Very Good

BRAKES

Response Good
Pedal Pressure Fair
Fade Resistance Very Good
Smoothness Very Good
Directional Stability Very Good
STEERING

Response Good
Accuracy Good
Feedback . Fair
Road Feel T e A Good
SUSPENSION

Harshness Control Fair
Roll Stiffness Very Good
Tracking Good
Pitch Control Very Good
Shock Damping Good
CONTROLS

Location Good
Relationship Very Good
Small Controls Excellent
INTERIOR

Visibility Good
Instrumentation Very Good
Lighting Very Good
Entry/Exit Very Good
Front Seating Comfort Very Good
Front Seating Room Very Good
Rear Seating Comfort Good
Rear Seating Room Poor
Storage Space Very Good
Wind Noise Good
Road Noise .. .. Good
WEATHER PROTECTION

Heater ......Good
Defroster vewnnnn...Good
Ventilation . Good
Weather Sealing ... Good
Windshield Wiper Action ...Good
QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior Very Good
Materials, Interior Very Good
Exterior Finish Very Good
Interior Finish Very Good
Hardware and Trim _.Very Good
GENERAL

Service Accessibility Very Good
Luggage Space . Fair
Bumper Protection .. ... ... ... Good
Exterior Lighting Very Good
Resistance to Crosswinds Good
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ASTON MARTIN
DB6

Undoubtedly one of the
spectacular cars made—
until you try driving it.

Here ya are, baby. This is it, the real
big league. Fifteen big ones. It's
like a couple of E Jags rolled into
one . .. or a fleet of Mustangs . . .
or a big Caddy with a Corvette for a
kicker. The Aston Martin DB6.
Pussy Galore draped over the fender
like a deer, man it's all yours now!
All the gee-whiz aside, the Aston
Martin DB6 is undoubtedly one of
the most attention grabbing cars on
the road today. A number of factors
contribute to its ability to pull eye-
balls in its direction. First of all,

BO/Car and Driver Yearbook /1967

the car looks like it really did cost
$15,000; the exterior
that maw of a grille all the way back
to the Kamm-effect tail—is one of
the most spectacular jobs of dra-
matic coach-work ever created. The
exterior dimensions are generous,
bordering on massive, yet somehow
this is one of those cars that shouts
“GO" even when it's just sitting in
the parking lot of an A & P. And
secondly, there is that roaring ex-
haust. Anything that sounds like
the DB6 just has to go fast. The
sound is absolutely erotic. If some-
one invented a moosecall anywhere
near as effective, the Bullwinkle
Show would be looking for a new
star.

And on closer inspection you just
know this ain't no phoney. That
dashboard has enough dials, gauges,
switches, buttons, lights, knobs and
handles to show you that this ecar
really means business. Summing it
all up, the Aston Martin DB6 looks
and sounds exactly the way you
want an expensive sportscar to look
and sound. And if Macluhan is your
god, vou're going to be rapturously
happy with it. On the other hand,
if you want it for extended high-
speed touring you might have some
reservations.

The DB6 is a paradox. Every-
thing about the car points to prac-

right from |

ticality and luxury. It has electric
windows, air conditioning, surpris-
ingly good leg room and comfort in
the two rear seats, luggage space,
adjustable shock absorbers, an elec-
tric antenna, heated rear window
and you can even get an automatic
transmission. Practical, luxurious

right? But that's when it's stand-
ing still. When you fire it up and
move off, it's a hard-riding, hard-
steering, noisy sports machine that
is absolutely uncompromising in the
demands it makes on its occupants.

The car not only sounds loud to
bystanders, it is loud. Loud enough
to really be annoying. The water-
cooled, six cylinder engine makes
one helluva racket particularly when
its working hard. Normal conver-
sation is out of the question and
even your sporadic shouting is pretty
effectively drowned out by this 325
horsepower engine. Although the
engine sounds as if it has a lot of
looseness, the DB6 is fast; running
in the same league with the Ferrari
330 GT. Without noticing it you
will be cruising at illegal speeds in
very little time; 90 mph can be
reached in less than 14 seconds and
—if you're a Supreme Court judge
or something like that—the DB6 will
blast along at 140 mph.

The car has a five-speed trans-
mission, which for all practical pur-
poses is a four-speed. On back coun-
try roads where there are all those
turns and dips that make driving
so much fun, Fourth is about as
high as you'll reasonably go. But




take your time getting there, until
the transmission is warmed-up—a
good twenty minutes—a smooth
shift into any gear is just about
impossible. For a car in this price
class, the handling isn’t all that good.
When the going gets bumpy, the
suspension—especially the live rear
axle—bounces and bangs in a man-
ner calculated to heave the car off
course. You constantly have to fight
the steering wheel and that is no
mean task. It requires the strength
of a hairy mammoth to crank it
around.

Steering isn't the only area where
your strength will be taxed. All the
controls are nicely made and they're
all conveniently placed for fast driv-
ing—but the EFFORT! They seem
to have designed everything simply
to test the strength and endurance
of the driver. This high effort, plus
the noise, plus the harshness of the
ride makes it all pretty tiring for
the typical driver; then again how
many typical drivers have the desire
or the ability to lay down $15,000
for a sportscar?

It goes almost without saying that
everything on the car has been
beautifully made. From the spec-
tacular dimensions of the body pan-
els to the leather interior, you're
certain that some old craftsman has
spent weeks laboring over every
weld and stitch. Whether or not it
has been worth it is another matter.
For instance the handsome seats
don't have enough padding or sup-
port. This, in combination with the
rough-riding characteristics of the
suspension, is enough to make you
wish you had saved your money and
gotten an XK-E. And the instru-
ments, although there are enough
of them to keep a TOT pilot happy,
are so randomly distributed across
the length of the dashboard that it
takes days to familiarize yourself
with each one's purpose. Fortu-
nately the two most important, the
speedometer and tachometer, are
placed directly in front of the driver
and present no such problem.

Although the Aston Martin DB6 is
not our idea of a real Grand Touring
car, there is little doubt that it will
| do well in its very limited market.
It's got to be one of the most hand-
some cars on the road, and--for a
little while—that roaring exhaust
will impress even the most blasé
(after a long while it will depress
even the most blasé). In addition
to that, you'll find a lemming-like
following—particularly on the fem-
inine side. Perhaps the DB6's most
outstanding feature is its ability to
draw a crowd. So if you're lonely
and rich(Ha!) this could well be
the car for you.

ASTON MARTIN DB6

Importer: Aston Martin Lagonda, Inc.

650 Clark Ave,
King of Prussia, Pa.

Price as Tested: $15,400

ENGINE

W

Bore x stroke

D

Compression ratio
Carburetion

ater-cooled, six-indline, aluminum block, 7
main bearings

3.78 x 3.62 in, 96 x 92 mm

244 cu. in, 3995 cc

.9 to one

3 x 2 bbl Weber 45DCOE9

splacement

Valve gear ...... Double overhead camshafts
Power (SAE) . 325 bhp @ 5750 rpm
Torque 290 Ibs-ft @ 4500 rpm

Specific power oulpul

Mileage
Range on 22. 8- sallon tank

1.33 bhp per cu. in,
81.2 bhp per liter
12-18 mpg on premium fuel

74.410 miles

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch ... .........10.0-inch single dry plate
Transmission ............. 5-speed manual,
all-synchromesh
mph/100  Max
Gear Ratio Overall rpm mph
Rev 331 12.35 -6.45 —38
1st 2.73 10.18 7.62 46
2nd 1.76 6.57 12.12 73
3rd 1.23 4.59 17.486 105
4th 1.00 3.73 21.35 128
5th .B3 3.11 25.62 140
Final drive ratio ..... Ceme R e e 3.73 to one
CHASSIS
Whealbase ... ik eaasdivisitissess
TERCK. o 00 s aiam v s apiasathore F: 54.0 R: 53 5 m
LenBEN . .. 29565000 050 5805 i 2.0in
WA Lo R T SR 66,0 in
Height .. ... .. .. . 53.5 in
Curb Weight . 3387 lbs
Test Weight 3829 |bs
Weight distribution frant/rear 51/499%,

Suspension F:

Brakes 11.5.in discs F,

St

Turns
Turning circle

Ind., unequal-length wishbones,
coil springs, anti-sway bar

R: Rigid axle, trailing arms, lateral
Watls linkage, coil springs

0.75:in discs R, 438 sq
in swept area

eerin? Rack and pinion
ock to lock 3.25

34 ft,
Tires and wheels. .6.70-15 Avon GT on 5.5.in rim
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CHECK LIST

ENGINE

Starting ... Excellent
Response ._Fair
Nalse! .udiunsmass Fair

Vibration

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch Action S R TPOR 1o v |
Transmission Lmkage R o ||
Synchromesh Action ...................... Good
Power-To-Ground

Transmission ...Excellent
BRAKES
Response .. ... ....cccocccciiiiiiiiinnnnnn...... Fair
Pedal Pressure .....Good
Fade Resistance ............................. . Good
Smoothness T Good
Directional Stability ....................... Good
STEERING
REBPONSE! «ocrvsrmmmommmnmasiisyisrsei . Fair
RECUTACY: viirrs st i Good
Feedback ....iciwisnomiciassssiassis Good
Road Feel ............ccocevvivvvnenreneenn......Good
SUSPENSION
Harshness Control ..........ccccevvennnnnn.. Poor
Roll Stiffness ..... Good
Tracking ...Good
Pitch Control Fair
Shock Damping .......cccceeevvvveeennn...... PoOr
CONTROLS
bLocatlon’ . issssannssinisiaid Good
Relationship ........cccccciviviiniienranin.... Good
Small Controls ........ccccevvevinvenerenreenn. Fair
INTERIOR
Visibility ... .Good
Instrimentation ...........ccoossmmiisieis Fair
Lighting . s Good
Entry/Exit IR R 2 0T o
Front Seating Comfort ................ Fair
Front Seating Room Good
Rear Seating Comfort ................. Poor
Rear Seating Room Fair
Storage Space ............................... Good
Wind Noise Good
Road Noise Poor
WEATHER PROTECTION
Heater Fair
Defroster Fair
Ventilation Fair
Weather Sealing csisssaenases B 00DM
Windshield Wiper Actu:m veereirenee... PoOOF
QUALITY CONTROL
Materials, Exterior Excellent
Materials, Interior ... Excellent
Exterior Finish ......Excellent
Interior Finish ...Excellent
Hardware and Trim ..o Good
GENERAL
Service Accessibility ..............ccc.......Good
Luggage Space _Fair
Bumper Protection 3 Poor
Exterior Lighting . .. ... Excellent
Resistance to Crosswinds ... Excellent
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SHELBY
COBRA 421

Super cars, beware. ..
there ain't nothin’ gonna
blow this off the road.

There are fast cars and there are
fast cars. First to mind in the lat-
ter category has to be the Shelby
American Cobra 427.
mean looking car that will dust off
just about anything on the road
without even trying, And that's on
any type of road! The only other
American-made car that even comes
close is the Corvette Sting Ray with
the 427 cu. in. engine—and it just
comes close.

Forerunner of the present Cobra
was the 289 cu. in. version in the
old AC body. It had plenty of power
and performance, but it was uncom-
fortable, subject to overheating at
Jjust about any legal speed, and had

| its (ahem!) handling peculiarities.

It took a real expert to handle the
car, but there were enough of them
around to establish Shelby Ameri-
can in the production car business.
The 427 is still a brute and should
only be driven by above-average
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It is a big |

with the extra

but even
horsepower it is a much more man-
ageable car.

Contributing a major share to-
wards the Cobra's more agreeable
personality is an entirely new sus-

drivers,

pension. Whereas the old Cobra
chassis had about as much torsional
rigidity as overcooked spaghetti, the
new frame, still fabricated at AC
Cars in England—but now to Shel-
by specifications-—is as stiff as a
Redwood trunk and permits the
equally new coil sprung suspension
to operate at maximum efficiency.
The man responsible for this all-in-
dependent suspension system is Klaus
Arning, the Ford Motor Company
genius responsible for the impec-
cable handling of the Ford GT. Arn-
ing has designed the same anti-dive
and anti-squat characteristics into
the 427 Cobra. Under heavy accele-
ration the car tracks nicely for a
machine with such power, and its
braking manners are magnificent.
The massive Girling discs haul the
car down from 100 mph-plus speeds
like vou've suddenly run into a sand
bank, and much of this is due to
the suspension's anti-dive capability.
Even though things are greatly im-
proved, don't get the impression that
this handles like a land cruiser. The
car will break traction at speeds be-
yond 100 mph and imprudent appli-
cations of power will send the tail-
end slewing sideways. Wider-base

racing tires will help, but the fact
remains that the Cobra 427 is not
an automobile for novices.

The 427 designation is a mis-
nomer, as the actual engine displace-
ment is 428 cu. in. This all happened
midway through the 1966 season
when Shelby decided the 427 racing
wedge engine was unnecessarily ex-
pensive. Ford's 428 cu. in. engine,
(also used in the 7 Litre Galaxie
sedan), is based on the 352-390
series block and is much less ex-
pensive to build than the 427. Ergo,
goodbye 427, Performance figures
indicate that except for racing ap-
plications, there is no real difference
in the capabilities of the two en-
gines.

One might expect a Cobra with an
engine displacing 428 cu. in. to be
an absolute beast on the street. It
is utterly to the contrary, with a
positively placid disposition at low
speeds. This faked us out complete-
ly because we expected to find a
machine with a vicious, bear-trap
clutch and an engine that idled
something like a Double-A fuel drag-
ster. We found the 11.5-inch Ford
clutch to be no more challenging
than a normal domestic unit and the
engine ticked off a 700-rpm idle in
fine style. In fact, the smoothness
of the Cobra at low speeds complete-
ly belies its breathtaking perfor-

| mance, and only when the throttle

is cracked does one realize the res-




ervoir of power is practically a bot-
tomless pit. Like the engine, the
transmission is a standard Ford
unit that operates smoothly and ef-
ficiently at all speeds and in all gears.

Unlike the 427 Sting Ray, the Co-
bra has retained its identity as a
rawboned, wind-in-the-face sports
car. While the Sting Ray is a com-
pletely civilized vehicle, available
with everything from FM radio to
air conditioning, the Cobra comes
across the counter with the same
spartan aspect that typified pre-Fif-
ties English sports cars. There are
side curtains, a top that requires a
degree in structural engineering to
understand, and, with the top up
and the side curtains in place, you're
going to find yourself gasping for
breath. But if you want air condi-
tioning and all those other creature
comforts that are available with a
Corvette, you probably aren’t inter-
ested in a Cobra anyway.

Amazingly, the Cobra engine re-
fused to overheat even in rush-hour
traffic. While this worry is gone
you're still liable to end up sweat-
ing. The men at Shelby have stuffed
loads of insulation between the en-
gine and you, but with the engine
just a couple of inches from your
feet, it still tends to get awfully hot
inside the cockpit.

Being about seven inches wider
than the old 289, the 427 is a much
more comfortable car. The seats are
deep, comfortable leather-covered
buckets that will accommodate just
about any body configuration. The
steering wheel is perfectly posi-
tioned. though the shift lever comes
out of the tunnel about three inches
too far aft to be described as ideal
and tall drivers will find that they
have to twist and bend more than
they will like. Gauges and instru-
ments are nicely clustered so that
the driver is able to find the infor-
mation he needs with just a mini-
mum of neck craning.

The 427 Cobra is bulkier looking
than its forerunner and, if anything,
looks even meaner. It utilizes the
same deeply flaired wheel wells that
first appeared on the 289 racing ver-
sions and, in our highly subjective
opinion, is just about the toughest
looking car on the road.

The 427 Cobra is sure to be the
fastest car on the block, possibly in
the state, and if you are of a mind
to latch onto one of these twisters
Shelby will be glad to take your
dough. The 427 Cobra is now avail-
able in reasonable quantities and, al-
though your local Ford dealer isn't
likely to have two or three in stock,
he’ll be able to get one into your
hot little hands so quickly you won't
be able to change yvour mind.

SHELBY COBRA 427

Manufacturer: Shelby American Inc.
6501 W. Imperial Highway
Los Angeles, Calif.

Price as Tested: $6900

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

.4.13x3.98 in, 104x101 mm
428 cu. in, 7016 cc
" 10.0 to one

" Ix4-bbl Ford

ings
Bore x stroke ..
Displacement. .. .......
Compression ratio. . .. .. ..
Carburetion

Valve gear . Pushrod- upetated overhead valves,
hyduullc lifters
Power (SAE)....... 390 bhfr g 00 rpm
Torque . 5 Ihs 3700 rpm
Specific power output 5 g per cu. in,
5 .6 bhp per liter
Mileage .9-12 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 18. gallnn tank . 62-216 miles
DRIVE TRAIN
Clutch .11.5-inch single dry plate
Transmission. ........ 4.speed manual, all.
synchromesh
Mph/1000 Max
Gear Ratio Overall rpm mph
Rev 2.32 7.68 —10.86 —69
st 232 7.68 10.86 69
2nd 1.69 5.59 14.98 95
3rd 1.29 4.26 19.62 124
4th 1.00 331 25.12 160
Fmal drive ratio. ......cv0ueenns 3.31 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase ........c.ovveneannss 90 in
REBER i e R ie e e e e e F: 56 R: 56 in
LRI i e e e e e e 156 in
Width ......ccvcvvnevnnnnaas 68 in
Height ARl ek e S L e 49 in
Curb Weight .. 2529 |bs
Test Weignt | 890 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear. 48/52%

Suspension F: Ind., unequal-length wishbones
with anti-dive and anti-squat coil
Springs
R: Ind., unequal-length wishbones
with anti-dive and anti-squat coll
iprlrl 5

Brakes .6-in discs F, 10.7-in dises R,
580 sq in swept area
Steering and pinion

................ Raclt
a1a(s lock to lock 2.5
36 ft.

.8.15x15 on 7.5-in rims

Turns. eraleie st
Turning circle ., .
Tires and wheels.

ACCELERATION
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CHECK LIST

ENGINE

Starting e

ROSPONSE: urnnainiananaimi
Noise
Vibration

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch Action

Transmission Linkage
Syncromesh Action
Power-To-Ground Transmission

BRAKES
Response .. ...
Pedal Pressure ............c.cpiccessein.
Fade Resistance
Smoothness
Directional Stabul:ty

STEERING

Response
Accuracy

Feedback
Road Feel

SUSPENSION

Harshness Control .......c..ccccameennnen

Roll StHIINess .....cinnsssameie
Tracking

Pitch Control ;
Shock Damping ..........ccccoeeveeeenen.

CONTROLS
Location
Relationship

SmallControlg umaanmiviiasissesss

INTERIOR

Visibility
Instrumentation ...........eoeeens
Lighting

Entry/Exit

Front Seating Comfort

Front Seating Room ... ...
Rear Seating Comfort .. ... .
Rear Seating Room
Storage Space

Wind Noise ... .
Road Noise ... .

WEATHER PROTECTION

HBBBE ... ... iiiiieisiisiirinisssmm

Defroster
Ventilation ...
Weather Sealing

Windshield Wiper Action ...

QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior .. .........................

Materials, Interior
Exterior Finish
Interior Finish .
Hardware and Trim

GENERAL

Service Accessibility
Luggage Space

Bumper Protection . .. ... .

Exterior Lighting i
Resistance to Crosswinds

Good
Excellent
Good
Good

Excellent
Excellent
Excellent

.. .Good

Excellent

Good
Excellent
Excellent

__Excellent

Good
Excellent
__Fair
Good
Excellent

Good
. Good
Good

...Excellent

.....Good
.. Good

. Good
. Good
Good

.......Poor
..Poor
.. Good
Good




CORVETTE
STING RAY 4217

Every one of the 435
horses under the hood
must be out of Kelso.

Year by year the lines of the Cor-
vette get bumpier and bumpier. This
yvear's new wrinkle is a giant scoop
on the hood. Presumably it is to
accomodate the three dual-throat car-
buretors but it sure does make the
car look mean.

It can afford to. Our test car,
equipped with a thrashing 427 cu.
in.,
quickest cars on the road today.
Fortunately it is quick around the
corners as well as in a straight
line—were it not, we would have
definite misgivings about equipping
anyone with such a monster. Four
wheel disc brakes and a fairly good
steering mechanism also help this
potent American sports car mind its
manners.
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engine has got to be one of the |

The 427 Sting Ray was introduced

last year. At that point Chevrolet
claimed they were getting something
like 425 horsepower out of this pow-
erplant. What with GM's policy of
keeping a lid on performance, it was
generally assumed that this figure
was maybe a teensy-weensy bit low-
er than it really should have been.
At any rate there was an awful surge
of power every time you touched
the throttle. This year, the 427 sports
three dual throat Holley carburetors
instead of last year’s single 4-barrel
and the “official” horsepower rating
has been upped by ten to 435. If
that isn't enough to make you lose
your we'd like to see what
would. For those who want the 427
engine, but don't want to be both-
ered with that messy business of
pushing a gear shift lever around
all the time, there is a 400 horse-
power version that comes equipped
with the 2-speed Power Glide unit.

With all those horses (however
many there really are) the over-
whelming impression of this car is
power. Make no mistake, this thing
is not a big cube monster for hauling
around an equally ponderous chassis.
The 1967 Sting Ray is a sophisti-
cated sports car, complete with an
independent rear and a suspension
geometry that allows it to handle

'."tll'}l,

quite well. And with just about
3450 pounds (complete with driver),
Chevrolet has broken from the GM
policy of not allowing a weight to
horsepower ratio of less than 10
lbs/hp. And they have done it in a
big way: the 1967 Sting Ray 427 fea-
tures a ratio of 7.7 pounds per
horsepower,

It almost goes without saying that
all this adds up to a real package
of dynamite. Put into the wrong
hands this car could be lethal, a dab
on the throttle almost invariably re-
sults in chirping tires and an in-
stantaneous increase in forward ve-
locity. This is particularly evident in
First and Second, but even in the up-
per gears you'd better have a good
reason for increasing the amount
of air/fuel going through those car-
buretors—a lot of room helps too.

Higher-rate front and rear springs
are fitted along with a 7<-inch sta-
bilizer bar at the front and a *|-inch
bar at the rear. The half-shafts and
U-joints are shot-peened, and are

constructed of stronger stuff than I

on the smaller Sting Rays. All this
beefing up is to allow for the ter-
rific stresses resulting from all that
torque twisting through this fiber-
glass/metal ladder-frame chassis.
Driving around in city traffie, the
427 Sting Ray is a pleasant sur-
prise. Oh, it's still a handful, but
it's a controllable handful and you



really don't have to worry too much
about stalling, flooding or overheat-
ing. But everything really comes
into sharp focus when you get it out
on the open road. Compared to any-
thing you might come up against—
unless you're unlucky enough to en-
counter a 427 Cobra—it's the wild-
est, hottest set-up going. With the
3.36 rear axle ratio it'll turn a quar-
ter mile in a time that'll give a GTO

morning sickness, and still run a’

top speed of around 150 mph. Per-
sonally all that is mind-boggling un-
less you happen to own a nice closed
cireuit race course where you're not
likely to come around a corner at 80
to 90 mph only to find a milk tank-
truck lugging along at about 22 mph.
The excellent vented discs brakes
will probably keep you from mak-
ing a milk shake, but it's still
nerve-shattering. Corvette is the
only high-volume American car
to come equipped with all disc
brakes.

The difference between this seven-
liter street machine and all the big
seven-liter super stocks is in size
and proper suspension. All the mur-
derous acceleration is balanced by
excellent, almost-light-weight han-
dling. It's stiff and stable and it gets
the power on the road—when the
wheels stop spinning. The extra
weight of this big engine doesn't
really seem to affect the cars han-
dling at all. There's a general feeling
of ponderousness that one associates
with any of the bigger sports ma-
chines at low speeds, but when you're
going fast it's quick and responsive.
It's more difficult to accurately place
it in a fast corner, but that is due
more to the power steering than
bulk. It doesn’t mince tidily around
corners, but it gets around corners
faster than any number of sports
cars. It's an American GT ecar and
it might not do things quite the way
the European GT machines will, but
it does them equally well in its own
style.

The interior of the Corvette has
not changed much since introduction
of the Sting Ray, yet detail modifi-
cations for driver comfort have made
it both efficient and eye-appealing.
If there is one area where improve-
ment is still to be had it is in the
seats. They are adequately padded
and offer fairly good for-and-aft ad-
justment, but for some reason you
don't feel as secure as you do in,
say, Porsche or Ferrari seats.

The 427 Corvette Sting Ray is
meant for a very limited market. It
sports a healthy price tag as well
as outstanding performance, but if
you have the resources——both fiscal
and physical—to handle this brute,
it is some experience.

CORVETTE STING RAY 427
Manufacturer: Chevrolet Motor Division
eneral Motors Corp.
Detroit, Michigan

Price as Tested: $5485

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-8B, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ings
Buresn stroke 4. 25 x 3.76 in, 106 x 94 mm
Displacement ...427 cu. in, 7000 cc
Compression ratio 11.0 to one
Carburetion 3 x 2-bbl Holley

Valve gear . .Pushrod-operated overhead

valves, mechanical lifters
Power (SAE) 435 bhp @ 5800 rpm
Torque NA

.1.02 bhp per cu. in,
62 bhp per liter
______ 10-15 mpg on premium fuel
200-300 miles

Specific power oulput

Mileage .
Range on 20-gallon tank

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch ....10.5-inch single dry plate

Transmission . 4-speed manual, all synchromesh
Mph /1000 Max

Gear Ratio  Overall rpm mph

Rev 2.26 7.59 —10.3 —B6

1st 2.20 7.39 10.7 69

2nd 1.64 5.51 14.3 95

3rd 1.27 4.27 18.5 120

4th 1.00 3.36 235 i53

Final drive ratio . ........c0uuu.. 3.36 to one

CHASSIS

Wheelbase

Track . ....ooiiiiniianaaanans F:57. 6 R: 53 3 m

Length 17

WD oeineimoevnns

HOEMt . orvascrensossssvsassonass

Curb Wei hl

Test Weight

Weight distribution front/rear 47/53%
Suspension F: Ind., unequal-length wishbones,
l:oil Jmngs anti-sway bar
R: lower transverse link, half.
shaﬂs acting as upper locating
members, trailing arms, transverse
leal spring
Brakes 11.75-in discs F & R, 461.2 sq in
swepl area
SturinF e Recirculating ball
Turns, lock to lock 3
Turning circle
Tires and wheels . ............

ACCELERATION

TRUE MPH
|
1143

L | 3
= | .
[ | ]
100 - + ——
0| | : ]
5 | :
V=TT
70} .
s ! .
A | CORVETTE STING RAY 427
8 | Top speed, estimated  150mph
50 - —[ Temperature 5°F
I Wind velocity 5=8mph
[ l Altitude above sea level 4001t
40 In 4 runs, 0 — 60 mph times
L varied between
- 52 and 57 seconds
30 ‘l . L LA AL
0 SECONDS 10 15 20 25 30

CHECK LIST

ENGINE

Starting ...........cccceeeiieeeaeennnnoo. . Good
Response ..............ccceeennnnnn......Very Good
NDISB .. iiiiscvsnensimsnsmsnspimiassissrsrisrspsasns Fair
Vibration ...........ccccceeevevierinseneeninee.. FAIT
DRIVE TRAIN

Cluteh  ACHON -....ssvmsssiisasainuinnss Excellent
Transmission Linkage .... ... Excellent
Synchromesh Action ... ... Excellent
Power-To-Ground Transmlssron ...Fair
BRAKES

Response ............c....ccceeeniennnnan.Excellent
Pedal Pressure ......................... Excellent
Fade Resistance ...................... Excellent
Smoothness . . .. ..................Excellent
Directional Stablllty .................. Excellent
STEERING

RESPONSE . .. ooiiiiiieciirneceeisecieeens Good
Accuracy ....Fair
Feedback ...Fair
Road Feel .. Good
SUSPENSION

Harshness Control ............ccoccevunnnn! Good
Roll Stiffness ..........cccoooivevvnevnenn. . Good
TERCKINE .oiinvniininiwnnnsenscGood
Pitch Control Good
Shock Damping Good
CONTROLS

Location ..Good
Relationships ... ....ccoooceerneennn. VeryGood
Small Controls ........cccccccvvvvvvnnn..... Good
INTERIOR

Visibility SRR vooo.....Good
Instrumentation ... ......Excellent
Lighting .. ...Very Good
Entry/Exit . s Fair
Front Seatmg Comfort ............. Good
Front Seating Room voiiivn.... Good
Rear Seating Comfort ... . ...  ——
Rear Seating Room ........................——
Storage Space ...........cc.cieiisiinnansens. FaIF
Wind Nolse ......uaiiamisinaessamvaralr
Road Naise ........onnunsnsasssiEall
WEATHER PROTECTION

Heater _Excellent
Defroster ......Excellent
Ventilation voiviiiierenn.. Very Good
Weather Sealing ... Very Good
Windshield Wiper Action ................. Good
QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior ........................... Good
Materials, Interior Good
Exterior Finish Good
Interior Finish . ...........cocoovveenneeeennnn. Good
Hardware and Trim ..................Very Good
GENERAL

Service Accessibility ....................... Good

Luggage Space . ...
Bumper Protection .. .........c..ccooeeiinne
Exterior Lighting .
Resistance to Crosswinds ................




FERRARI
215/GTS

It's probably smaller than
you expected, but it's still
a thoroughbred Ferrari.

Click! Key on. Click! Fuel pump
tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick

tick! Starter—rowrrowrrowrowr,

WHOOM! The first time vou start

a Ferrari in the morning is always

like the first time ever,

One never quite gets used to that
first blast of noise—that combina-
tion of carburetors sucking cubic
yards of air, twenty-four valves rat-
tling to life, twelve pistons oscillat-

ing up and down and four large
exhaust pipes coughing out half-
burned fuel and blue smoke and
droning throb.

Although our test car—the Fer-
rari 275/GTS-—looks tiny in com-

parison with other Ferraris, it has
the performance, the handling and
the feel of those hairy chested mon-
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sters from Maranello. Seen from the
rear quarter, it looks almost Sprite-
sized. The wheelbase is 94.5 inches
and the overall length of 170 inches
is quite visibly less than the 330/GT
2+2. Given these smaller dimen-
sions, combined with the big Dunlop
SP tires and their bulky, knobby
tread and the four big exhaust pipes
that poke out from under the car's
tail, the visual effect is one of ex-
plosive spine-cracking GO, and in
this case appearances don't lie. The
275/GTS develops 280 horsepower
at 7500 rpm from its 12-cylinder 200
cubic inch engine. With all those
pistons and valves moving around
one might suspect the reliability of
this unit. Have no fears. Enzo Fer-
rari is more interested in selling
new than servicing old ones
and the 275/GTS is about as sturdy
a high performance machine as you'll
find. This reliability has not Leen
established at the expense of perform-
ance. The car accelerates to 100
mph in less than 16 seconds and has
a top speed which we doubt you'll
ever be able to use-—-144 mph. With
three Weber carburetors and mas-
sive black valve covers, the engine

cars

compartment of the 275/GTS is
brimming with expensive looking
items to make it all go. But hold

on, how does that power get back to
the wheels? Who's being funny here,

where the devil is the transmission?
Don’t worry lad, you haven't been
gvpped; just look back there in the
rear and you'll see that your $14,500
has gotten you a car with a trans-
mission; a super sophisticated five-
speed unit similar to the mid-Fifties
Formula One design. Just because
of its distance from either engine
or gearshift lever you anticipate that

| there is going to be some looseness

or delay in operating this transmis-
sion. There isn't. The throws are
precise and positive and only at low
speeds will you notice any trace of a
delay. At normal driving speeds
everything is fast and precise and at
high-speeds it is even better.
Moving along from the transaxle
unit to the rear suspension, it's safe
to say that the GTS offers all the
advantages of an IRS arrangement
with hardly any disadvantages. In
fast country driving there is no in-
dication that the car even has an
independent rear, except that it rides
better than live-axle Ferraris and
it'll stick to the chosen line in a

[ corner even when the pavement is

rough and the camber of the road
is all wrong. At low speeds the car
will plow some, but as the corners
become longer and faster the under-
steer moves more and more toward
neutral, and oversteer can be in-
duced at will with proper applica-
tion of steering and throttle. In
addition to its complete predictabil-
ity, the GTS features excellent disc




brakes on all four wheels. We found
them to be effective at all speeds
and were impressed with their di-
rectional stability as well as stop-
ping power.

The seats in the GTS are large
and comfortable. They have adjust-
able backrests, which are fine, but
the amount of adjustment is sharply
limited by the proximity of the cock-
pit's rear wall and the top of the
wheel well. This also serves to limit
fore-and-aft adjustment. It's not
really a problem for the passenger,
because the foot well on that side is
so deep that it requires a hinged foot-
rest for passengers of normal, or
smaller stature. But the driver's
foot well is jammed-up with pedals,
so he must sit with his knees splayed
apart in a fairly uncomfortable posi-
tion. The steering wheel position is
not exactly what we'd expect from
a Ferrari either. The column is
more sharply angled downward than
on other Ferraris and this makes
the wheel a bit high.

And one last gripe about the in-
terior. The window cranks are lo-
cated way down in the lower front
corner of the doors. For the pas-
senger, this only means an incon-
venient bend forward, but for the
driver, it means feeding his hand
through the narrow space between
the armrest and the steering wheel-—
a space already filled with his knee.
If ever there was a place for elec-
tric windows this is it.

Everything else in the interior
is all that you expect and more. The
instruments are well placed and leg-
ible, the quality of materials can’t
be faulted (with the possible excep-
tion of the wooden dashboard-—-but
that's a matter of taste) and vis-
ibility, even with the top in place,
is good. Speaking of the top, we
found that it was one of the easiest
to operate that we have ever seen.
Honest to Pete, it takes only one
hand to raise or lower it.

The GTS could turn out to be
the biggest-selling model Ferrari
has ever shipped to this country.
It combines all the things needed for
use in America—good weather pro-
tection, good heater, superlative
performance, and smoothness and
reliability of high order. In the
past ten years, Americans have be-
come more and more able and will-
ing to spend large portions of
their income on automobiles. At the
same time they have become more
and more demanding on the type of
performance, appearance and quali-
ty that they expect for their money.
So the time seems ripe for Ferrari
and the 275/GTS seems ideally
suited to the wants and whims of
affluent enthusiasts.

FERRARI 275/GTS

Importer: Luigi Chinetti Motors
780 Eleventh Avenue
New York, N.Y

Price as Tested: $14,500

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-12 aluminum block, 7 main

bearings
Bore x stroke .3.04x2.31 in, 77x58.8 mm
Displacement 200.4 cu. in, 32B6 cc

9.2 to one

Compression ratio
Carburetion 3x2-bbl Weber 40 DCL/6

Valve gear Slnste overhead camshaft per bank
Power (SA 280 bhp @ 7500 rpm
Torque . 217 Ibs-ft @ 5000 rpm
Specific power output 1.42 bhp per cu. in,

85.3 bhp per liter
Mileage 12:15 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 19-galion tank. 28-285 miles

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch

v v....10.0<inch single dry plate
Transmission. . ..........

5.speed manual, all-
synchromesh

Mph /1000 Max
Gear Ratio Overall rpm mph
Rev 2.67 8.81 —8.0 —56
1st 3.08 10.16 6.9 48
2nd 2.12 7.00 10.1 72
3rd 1.57 5.18 13.6 95
Ath 1.25 4.13 17.1 119
5th 1.04 3.43 206 144
Final drive ratio. .. ..cccviananian. 3.3 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase .........c0000.. 94.5 in
1 (=) P G P A A e F:54.3, R:54.7 in
Length . vs s el AN
Width .. .. R 65.3 in
Height 51.6 in
Curb Weight . 3318 Ibs
Test Weight 3393 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear. 48/52%
Suspension F:Ind., parallel wishbones, coil
springs, telescopic shocks, anti-
sway bar
R: Ind., parallel wishbones, coil
springs, telescopic shocks, anti-
sway bar
Brakes 11.0:in discs F, 10.8-in discs R,
475 sq in swept area
Steering. .. .ocecaaaiiaas Worm and roller
Turns

lock to tuc; 35

Turning circle
Tires and wheels

ACCELERATION

Zero To Seconds
30 mPh ............................. Al
B T ey s e 34
BO [ R N s e Rt Lk va 5.1
B R e e e N AT TR e e 6.5
B B e e ey e B.0
BO W R R R 10.3
B s O 12.6
1o (R e 15.6

Standing Y4 -mile 95 mph in 14.0
100 (e R =Y
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NE T 4w
a0 L 1 -l
nf o R |
60 |- = | 60
50 f——; —t
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FERRARI 275/GTS

Top speed, estimated  144mph
20 1 Temperature 68°F
Wind velocity 4=8 mph

Altitude above sea level 1501t
=1 Ind runs, 0 — 60 mph times
| | varied between
6.3 and 65 seconds

INDICATED MPH

0 SECONDS 10 15 20 25 30

CHECK LIST
ENGINE
Starting Good
RESPONSE ........ccoimvvmemeisennsnnesensa.EXCElNENE
Noise o oo Good
VIBIAtIoN, ..cnasmersnommnan= Yoy &Go0d
DRIVE TRAIN
Clutch Action s Excellent
Transmission Lmkaga veeviei Very Good
Synchromesh Action . Excellent
Power-To-Ground

Transmission ........ccccevvveeennn Excellent
BRAKES
Response ......................... Excellent
Pedal Pressure ..........cccccoriineinis Good
Fade Resistance Excellent
Smoothness .......Very Good
Directional Stability ................. Excellent
STEERING
Response Very Good
Accuracy ......Excellent
Feedback w....... Very Good
Road Feel .............................. Very Good
SUSPENSION
Harshness Control .................... Good
Roll Stiffness .. ... Very Good
Tracking ...Very Good
Pitch Control ........ ...Very Good
Shock Damping ......................Very Good
CONTROLS
Location Excellent
Relationship ... ..... Excellent
Small Controls Very Good
INTERIOR
Visibility Good
Instrumentation .....Very Good
Lighting ....Very Good
Entry/Exit . y viceo.....Very Good
Front Seatung Comfort _________ Excellent
Front Seating Room ...... ...Fair
Storage Space ... s Falr
Wind Noise ......Good
Road Noise ...Good
WEATHER PROTECTION
Heater i Nery Good
Defroster TG Very Good
Ventilation . Good
Weather Sealing covieinnenns . EXCEllEnt
Windshield Wiper Action ............, ...Good
QUALITY CONTROL
Materials, Exterior ................... Excellent
Materials, Interior . .. ...Very Good
Exterior Finish . ... . ......Excellent
Interior Finish " ......Excellent
Hardware and Trim ................... Excellent
GENERAL
Service Accessibility ............... .....Fair
Luggage Space ....Very Good
Bumper Protection ... e Fair
Exterior Lighting . . ... .. Excellent

Resistance to Crosswinds ...... Very Good
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JAGUAR XK-E
42,242

Up front, where comfort
counts, this longer Jag is
a great improvement.

The 242 version of Jaguar's super
sexy XK-E is the most useful and
up-to-date car of its type produced
in England today. Granted there are
cars that are faster, more sophisti-
cated or more commodious, but this
Jaguar is definitely Britain's top con-
tender in the almost-four-passenger
GT category. And what's more, its
price is quite a bargain.

Our test car was equipped with
the newly designed four-speed man-
ual transmission. There is also a
Borg-Warner automatic transmission
that can be had, but from past ex-
perience with such units, we would
be very hesitant to recommend such
a set-up. With the manual trans-
mission and the updated 4.2-liter
engine, we found the 2+2 to be a
fast, flexible and responsive car.

If you anticipate carrying more
than two people in this “occasional”
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four-seater car, look somewhere else.
They increased the wheelbase from
96 to 105 in. to make room for the
rear seat, but what they really did
was make more room for the front
seat., And to make allowances for
rear seat passengers, they raised
the roof-line a couple of inches. Once
again the prime benefactors are the
occupants of the front seats. Amunz-
ing! You can drive it without serunch-
ing down to see the passing scenery
or to avoid whacking your head on
the roof as you cross frost-heaves
and railroad tracks. Although it's
more comfortable, make no mistake,
it still incorporates enough tradi-
tional Jaguar touches to keep it from
pure perfection—like the utter lack
of interior ventilation, the rear sus-
pension that smites you sharply at
every bump, and the outside door
handles that fit so flush to the body
that you can’t get your fingers into
them to open the doors.

The 2+ 2's added length and height
make it look a little ungainly from
some angles and the top and bottom
don’t quite match somehow. But the
overall effect is only marginally less
spectacular than the two-seater XK-
E. People still drop everything to

ogle the car, and it got compliments
wherever it went-—despite the fact
that this basic shape has been on
the streets now for over five years.

The engine design is something
less than new, but it doesn't seem
to make any difference. It just gets
stronger and smoother every time
they bore it out some more or make
another detail refinement. It's cur-
rently rated at 265 horsepower, but
it pulls and responds like it had
many more than the stated figure.
It will easily wind to its 5500 red-
line and seems delighted to run at
the high end of its rpm range for-
ever.

The all-independent suspension of
the two-place XK-E has been re-
tained, apparently without modifica-
tion. Inasmuch as the taller 2.2
has a substantially higher center of
mass, there is a noticeable increase
in roll-—including a hint of roll-steer
that was not evident in earlier IRS
Jaguars. Under “normal” high speed
touring conditions the handling of
the 242 ranges between predictable
understeer and neutral steer, but
really spirited cornering will produce
oversteer.

Aside from the extra room, the
thing that will really send Jaguar
fans into flights of ecstasy is the
new transmission and shift linkage.
It still hasn't reached the super-
smooth, super-accurate level, but it
does permit crisp, quick roadracing-




style gear changes. It's also a lot
quieter than before, and the pres-
ence of a synchronized First (final-
ly!) has effectively removed a major
source of irritation.

The driver and front-seat passen-
gers will find it much easier to enter
and exit because the 2+ 2 has much
wider doors than the regular XK-E.
Again, this was done to facilitate
loading and unloading of rear-seat
passengers, but the benefits are most
enjoyed by those in the front. The
rear seat is so cramped anyway
that there simply isn't any easy way
to get in and out.

The front seats are firm, and they
offer good support in all directions.
There is a two-position adjustment
for rake—a little flip-over latch that
gives a choice between bolt-upright
and nearly reclining. The upright
position is probably best for fast
driving on twisty roads, while the
reclining was most useful on long,
straight stretches. The instrument
panel features a large, round, well-
lit speedometer and tach, but it is
a maze of switches and knobs and
dials. It's hard to sort through all
that handsome British hardware to
find the item you want at the mo-
ment-—especially when you haven't
lived with the car long enough to
know it by heart —but we feel this
would pose no serious problem for
the owner. (We did come across
two knobs which were unidentified
in the owner's manual and didn't
seem to do anything. Maybe theyre
decoys just to keep prying hands
occupied ).

The only major flaw in the 2 -2
interior that will affect front and
rear occupants equally is the appall-
ing lack of ventilation. There are
two small vents hidden away behind
the panel, and even if the driver
can find these—which is doubtful
they don’t blow much harder than a
terminal TB case. On the other hand,
the heater and defroster are more
effective-—though still not up to
American standards.

The 2+ 2 version of the XK-E has
retained the best qualities of the
smaller XK-E, improved enormously
on a couple of that car's significant
weak points, and stands right up
there with the 3.8-sedan as one of
the most desirable Jaguars ever built.
Its flaws are pretty much what might
be expected by dyed-in-the-wool Brit-
ish car enthusiasts and none of them
are severe enough to outweigh the
charm of the car's speed. handling,
brakes and distinctive appearance.
And with a price tag that's several
thousand dollars lower than other
cars of this genre, it should be the
most saleable car that Jaguar has
ever shipped to this country.

JAGUAR XK-E, 2 + 2

Importer: Jaguar Cars Inc.
32 East 57th St.
) New York, N.Y.
Price as Tested: $6518

ENGINE
Water-cooled 6-in-line, cast iron block, 7 main

bearings
Bore x stroke 3.63 x4.17 in, 92.1 x 106 mm
Displacement 258 cu. in.,, 4235 cc
Compression ratio 9.0 to one
Carburetion 3 x 1-bbl SU HD8

Valve gear Chain driven dual

overhead camshafts
Power (SAE) 265 bhp @ 5400 rpm
Torque 283 Ibs-ft @ 4000 rpm

Specific power output 1.03 bhp per cu, in,

62.7 bhp per liter

Mileage 12-17 mpg on premium fuel
Range on 16 gallnrl tank 04-289 miles
DRIVE TRAIN : x
Clutch v 10.0-inch single dry plate
Transmission 4-speed, manual,
all synchromesh
Mph /1000 Max
Gear Ratio Qverall rpm mgh
Rev 3.38 11.42 —-6.9 —~38
1st 3.38 1142 6.9 38
2nd 1.86 6.29 12.5 69
3rd 1.28 4.32 18.2 100
dth 1.00 3.38 233 128
Final drive ratio........ccoiniimiinniiinnne. . 3,38 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase 5.0in
Track ) 50 0 R: 50 0in
Length . 184.3 in
Width 65.3 in
Height 50.1 in
Curb Weight \ 3025 Ibs
Test Weight a 3440 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear ... .. 50/50 %

SUSPENSION F: Ind., unequal-length upper and
lower wishbones, torsion bars,
anti-sway bar
R: Ind., lower trailing arm and
lateral Imk halfshafts acting as
upper links, coil springs, anti-
sway bar

Brakes Il,O-m discs F, 10.0:in discs R,
461 sg in swept area
Steerng Rack and pinion

Turns, lock to lock ) 25
Turning circle 41 ft
Tires and wheels Dunlop 6.40-15

51 rims

RS5 on

ACCELERATION
Zero To
30 mph
40 mph

60 mph
70 mph 1
80 mph 1
90 mph 17.
'4.1’

100 mph
Standing 4 mile 86 mph in

WOoOWmEDON =0

100 i

[:T1]

=)

B0

JAGGRR XKE2-2
o sd 105 mph
76°F

7 =10 mpk
Alntude above seq level 5h
In 3 runs, 0 — &0 mph times
varied between

'8 and 810 seconds

INDICATED MPH

o TRUEMPH =

0 SECONDS 10 15 20 25 3G

CHECK LIST

ENGINE

SEAHNG. iivvisvsinimiminssmasiss s Good
Response . Very Good
Noise ey aa00d
VIBERHION - ..cocosivemminimsnams s Very Good
DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch Action Very Good
Transmission Linkage Fair
Synchromesh Action Fair
Power-To-Ground Transmission Good
BRAKES

Response Good
Pedal Pressure Good
Fade Resistance Very Good
Smoothness Very Good
Directional Stability ... . . Very Good
STEERING

Response Very Good
Accuracy Good
Feedback Good
Road Feel . Excellent
SUSPENSION

Harshness Control ..........cccccenienenne.... FAIF
Roll Stiffness . ..Good
Tracking Good
Pitch Control Good
Shock Damping ...Fair
CONTROLS

Location i Good
Relationship . Very Good
Small Controls ..........ccc.ccoevvenne........Good
INTERIOR

Visibility Good
Instrumentation . Very Good
Lighting ...Good
Entry/Exit Fair
Front Seating Comfort . Good
Front Seating Room .. Very Good
Rear Seating Comfort ... .. Fair
Rear Seating Room . ... Poor
Storage Space Fair
Wind Noise Good
Road Noise Good
WEATHER PROTECTION

Heater Fair
Defroster Fair
Ventilation . ... .. Very Poor
Weather Sealing T Good
Windshield Wiper Action .................. Fair
QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior . .._............ Very Good
Materials, Interior Very Good
Exterior Finish ... ... Good
Interior Finish ; _..Very Good
Hardware and Trim ................... . Excellent
GENERAL

Service Accessibility ................... Fair
Luggage Space Poor
Bumper Protection s Poor
Exterior Lighting Excellent
Resistance to Crosswinds Very Good
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MERCEDES BENZ
230 SL

If you're looking for a
sports car with a velvet
touch, here it is.

The 230SL did not exactly take the
motoring world by storm on its in-
troduction in 1963. Like the 4-cyl-
inder 190SL that preceded it, the
230SL seemed somewhat overpriced
and somewhat underpowered, doomed
to languish in the grey world of
quasi-sports cars of the type favored
by husband-and-wife SCCA rally
crews and few others. After all, you
could get an E-Type Jaguar or a
Porsche or even a Corvette for less
money. Somehow, the 230SL has es-
caped that lacklustre fate. Its price
has come down, while its reputation
has gone up. This is a lot more car
that the 190SL ever was; if it hasn't
filled the emotional vacuum created
by the 300SL's departure, it has cer-
tainly carved out a nice respectable
niche of its own.

The car's looks probably had some-
thing to do with its lack of stunning
immediate acceptance. It just isn't
exciting to contemplate in the man-
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ner of the voluptuous E-Type. the
sinuous Porsche or the razzmatazz
'Vette, and it doesn't even look par-
ticularly expensive. All is sober
function. It's a small car, and with
those oversized-looking tires and a
tallish windshield, it looks even
smaller—almost toy-like, in fact. It's
true that when you get to know and
understand the 230SL, those looks
suddenly seem exactly right, but
that initial wallflower impression is
just the thing to turn off the average
45 year old in the market for Exotic
Escape. Most $7000 car buyers pre-
fer something a bit less subtle.

As a matter of fact, “subtle” is a
pretty apt one-word description of
the 230SL. In keeping with the Mer-
cedes-Benz engineering philosophy,
it forsakes wild excesses in favor of
carefully balanced, interlocking vir-
tues that let it do a remarkable vari-
ety of things, remarkably well.
These often only become apparent
over a long period of acquaintance-
ship, erecting a further obstacle to
quick euphoric reactions.

A good many of the 230SL's
major mechanical components are
interchangeable with the Mercedes
sedan line—or were at the time of
its introduction. The engine, for ex-
ample, is a re-worked version of the
old 220SE unit, slightly enlarged and
fitted with a Bosch six-plunger injec-
tion pump in place of the 220's sys-
tem, where each plunger fed three
cylinders.

Any 2.3 liter engine trying to pow-
er a 3,000-pound machine is going
to be working hard, but Mercedes-
Benz didn't help things by their
choice of gear ratios. Torque below
2500 rpm is so subtle as to be virtu-
ally nonexistent; you have to row
through the gears like a sculler.
Yet the 16.3 to 1 bottom gear ratio
seems unduly low, peaking out with
a scream at 29 mph or so, and third
gear is even more unduly low, poop-
ing out at around 80 mph. On the
other hand, you can hum along all
day at 100 mph, and at the 121 mph
maximum you still have a safety
margin of 500 rpm.

This points up the 230SL’'s real
forte as a grand touring machine
rather than a muscle-laden perfor-
mance car. In the 0-to-60 mph sweep-
stakes it's in the MG-B class, and it
rages over the quarter mile in
around 17 seconds, for heaven's sake.
The standard manual steering is low-
geared and delightfully accurate. It's
also very heavy in around-town use,
and we recommend the Daimler-Benz
power steering option. It's a lot
lighter and a bit quicker and even
at high speeds delivers none of that
driving-on-ice sensation so common
to power-assisted systems.

The 230SL is linked to the road
via the tried-and-true Mercedes-Benz
all-independent suspension with sin-
gle-joint, low pivot rear swing axle
and horizontal compensating spring.
The maximum has been made of its
very wide track by fitting big wide




14-inch, radial-ply tires. The result
of all this is giggling, riotous fun.
The car’'s balance is neutral and
adhesion is on the order of chew-
ing gum. You can go careening into
any old corner at almost any old
angle and the tires may howl, but
you'll how! louder. You'd have to be
incredibly ham-handed to get in any
real trouble with this machine; and
if you do, it has no nasty tricks up
its sleeve; it simply moves from its
basic understeer to neutral steer at
high speeds.

Coupled with roadability is a sup-
ple ride, just this side of softness,
that seems to get better as speeds
increase. Over slow rough sections
there's some shuddering, the proba-
ble result of rubber-mounted engine
and drive train flexing. But at speed
the 230SL hunkers down and thrusts
on imperturbably.

We couldn’t find a thing to criti-
cize about the brakes—10.0-inch Gir-
ling discs in front, 9.0-inch finned
drums at the rear. It's an old Mer-
cedes-Benz custom to fit brakes more
than adequate to handle the car's
power and weight, and the 230SL
lives up to the tradition.

The two outstanding features of
the cockpit are comfort and visibility.
Comfort from two of the best-de-
signed seats in any car—sports or
otherwise —and visibility from a rel-
atively high seating position, low-cut
sides, that tall windshield and the
controversial “pagoda” hardtop roof.

Finish and workmanship are su-
perb for the most part, but there
are irritating lapses. The central
heater controls are cheap-looking
plastic levers, rubber mats substitute
for carpeting on the floor, and the
radio speaker grille atop the instru-
ment panel is, for some unaccount-
able reason, made of wood. On our
test car, it had already begun to
warp. And please, Daimler-Benz,
give us a steering wheel that pro-
vides safety but also hits esthetics
at least a glancing blow.

A Daimler-Benz 4-speed automatic
can be ordered instead of the stan-
dard 4-speed manual version, with
just a 30-1bs. weight penalty. If you
hate automatics on principle this is
unimportant. But if you're anywhere
near the borderline on the subject,
this device might win you over. It's
jerkier on upshifts than its American
counterparts, It's also quicker—
quicker in fact than the best-shifted
manually equipped 230SL—and you
can override the automatic to shift
it manually at will.

If you can live without thundering
power and flamboyant styling, check
into the 2308SL. Like somebody once
said about somebody else, it gives
you a choice—not an echo.

MERCEDES BENZ 230 SL

Importer: Mercedes-Benz of North America
158 Linwood Plaza
Fort Lee, New Jersey

Price as Tested: $6250

ENGINE
Water-cooled 6-in-line, cast iron block, 5 main
bearings

Bore x stroke 3 23 x 2 87 in, 82 x 73 mm

Displacement 141 cu. in, 2306 cc

Compression ratio 9.3 to one

Carburetion Bosch fuel injection system

Valve gear .Single overhead camshaft
with hn er lifters

Power (SAE) 170 hhg rpm

Torque 159 Ibs-ft @ 4500 rpm

Specific power oulput l 2 bhp per cu. in,
73.6 bhp per liter
16-24 mpg on premium fuel

.275-410 miles

Mileage
Range on 17.2-gallon tank

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch 9.0-inch single dry plate
Transmission 4-speed manual, all synchromesh
Gear Ratio Overall Mph/1000 Max
rpm mph
Rev 3.92 14.46 —4.2 —26
1st 442 16.31 4.5 29
2nd 2.28 B.42 8.7 51
3rd 1.53 5.68 129 84
dth 1.00 3.69 19.8 121
Final drive ratio . .............. 3.69 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase ..........c00000.... 94.0 in
Track ... ..vcnnnnannannas F: 58.5 R: 58. 5|n
LA i s s e s i e arara s 169.6 in
Width 69.02 in
Height 51.5in
Curb Wei, l'll ....... 2855 Ibs
Test Weight 3245 Ibs

Weight dustrlbutton front;‘rnr 52/48%
Suspension F: Ind,, unequal length wishbones,
coil sprmgs anti-sway bar
R: Ind., single-joint low-pivot swing
axles, coil springs, transverse coil
spring
10.0:in discs F. 9.0:in drums R,
351 sq in swept area
Stwrinf ey TR Recirculating ball
Turns, lock to lock 35

Turning circle araTaoATe 34 ft.
Tires and wheels .. ..... 185:14 Continental on
0J rims
ACCELERATION
Zero To Seconds
T s - m g g s Nl
B R R e e e s e e e . 5.0
L R s R L 69
B N e ial etk 5 e A 9.9
M " S st A 12.0
80 " 15.0
9 - SR S e 189
100 " e 223
Standing Y-mile . ............ 85 mph in 17.0
100 T 100
a0 o
Standing ' Mile
B0 &
1 — 70
r ! &0
50 - — %0
40 N o i . — — = 40
- - A 0
MERCEDES BENZ 230 5L
Top speed. estmated 1 25mph ;
1 Temperature 51°F
E Wind velocity 14 mph 3
= Altitude above sea leve 1on
) T 1 Indruns0— 60 mph times
g vaned between
99 and 102 seconds
L
0 SECONDS 10 5 20 25 30

CHECK LIST

ENGINE

Starting
Response ...
Noise
Vibration

DRIVE TRAIN
Clutch Action

Transmission Lmkage

Synchromesh Action .

Power-To-Ground Transmission Excellent

BRAKES

Response

Pedal Pressure
Fade Resistance
Smoothness
Directionai Sta bnlrty

STEERING

Response ... ...
Accuracy
Feedback masas
Road Feel ...

SUSPENSION
Harshness Control
Roll Stiffness
Tracking

Pitch Control

Shock Damping ...

CONTROLS

LOCEHON .. nminnmiiiaiiis

Relationship
Small Controls

INTERIOR
Visibility

Instrumentation .. ... .

Lighting

Entry/Exit

Front Seating Comtort
Front Seating Room

Storage Space ...

Wind Noise
Road Noise

WEATHER PROTECTION
Heater

Defroster

Ventilation

Weather Sealing .
Windshield Wiper Actuon

QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior
Materials, Interior . ...
Exterior Finish
Interior Finish

Hardware and Trim ..........

GENERAL

Service Accessibility .......................

Luggage Space
Bumper Protection
Exterior Lighting .

Resistance to Crosswmds

.............. Good

......Very Good
....Very Good
Very Good
...Very Good

...Very Good
Fair
Good

Very Good
Very Good
Very Good
Exccllent
Excellent

... Very Good
....Very Good
. Very Good

Good

Very Good
Very Good
Good
Good
Good

Very Good
Good

... Excellent
Very Good
Good

Very Good
Excellent
Excellent
Very Good

. Very Good
Very Good

Excellent
Excclient
Very Good
Excellent
Excellent

........ Excellent
.. Very Good
Excellent
...Excellent
Excellent

Fair
. Good
. Good
... Excellent
Excellent
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SHELBY
AMERICAN

GT 500

Shelby has turned the

Mustang into a real
fire-breathing dragon.

Leo Durocher once alluded to the
fact that good buys finish last—but
that was before Carroll Shelby reared
his head, donned his bib overalls
and headed into victory lane at Le
Mans in 1959. Just to prove it wasn't
a fluke, Shelby retired and started
producing his own cars and the only
time one of them finishes last is
when it's up against something else
from the Shelby Snakepit. First
the AC Bristol was given a new
lease on life thanks to a transfusion
of Ford power and Shelby engineer-
ing; around the time all this was
happening, Ford's GT effort was or-
ganized into a winner by Good-Guy
Shel; next the little Mustang every-
body thought was so cute was con-
verted into a fair road racing ma-
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chine and very attractive street car.
For '67, the magic touch has been
placed on yet another Mustang to
produce the GT 500; the wildest,
meanest, 2 -+ 2 sports/GT car ever
built.

The basic Mustang shell is about
all that's left of Ford's tame little
horse. To this, Shelby has added a
vicious looking front end (with
greatly increased air intake capacity)
and a spoiler on the rear that not
only looks great but improves high
speed adhesion. In addition there

are air scoops and vents bulging all |

over the sides. The result, as shown
on our cover and above, ig a nasty,
slotted, hump-backed, fire-breathing
dragon.

The most significant change from
the normal Mustang (and from the
1967 GT 500 which looks equally
nasty and slotted) is the 428 cu. in.
engine. It is the same unit now be-
ing used in Shelby's 427 Cobra. Ad-
vertised horsepower of this unit,
equipped with two 4-barrel Holley
carburetors, is a mere 355 at 5400
rpm. Don't believe it. Although we
couldn't get anyone to come right
out and say so, the very strict in-
surance and licensing laws concern-
ing overpowered vehicles might have
prompted ol’ shrewd Shel to under-
rate the GT 500's power. It feels
more like 400 hp, and probably is.
The torque is listed at 420 lbs./ft.
but that too is highly questionable.

Two transmissions are offered, the
4-speed manual, or a Shelby modi-

fied Ford Cruise-o-Matic. Our test
car had the 4-speed, but we would
prefer the automatic for day to day
driving. The manual box is fine for
emulating your favorite road racing
hero, but the stiff shift linkage is
less than a joy in slow traffic.

There is also the problem of keep-
ing the revs down . .. to keep the
noise down . . . to keep the police
down . . . in the car that Shel built.
If there's one thing a GT 500 really
doesn’'t need it's loud mufflers-—un-
fortunately that's just what it has.
At anything over 3500 rpm the car
sounds like a column of Panzer tanks
grinding over the French Hedgerows
(Shelby engineers pointed out that
our car was a prototype and pro-
duction models are expected to be
quieter).

It's obvious that the interior of
the GT 500 has been designed by a
driver. Aside from one or two lapses
everything is right where you want
it and can get it. Included is a
fully race worthy rollbar (that can
pass SCCA inspection) and complete
instrumentation. The rollbar crosses
the roof about 12 inches behind the
driver's head and is fully padded
and incorporated into the headliner.
Thanks to its design, access to the
front and rear seats is not impeded
and the only lost space is some rear
seat thigh room. Mounted on the
rollbar were optional shoulder har-
nesses on retractable spools. They're
located directly behind the front
seats and attach to the wide standard




seat belts. The 140-mph speedometer
and matching 8000-rpm tach are lo-
cated directly in front of the driver
and both are well marked and large
enough to be easily read. The oil
pressure gauge, ammeter and auxil-
iary gauges are low-mounted in the
center of the dashboard and while
not as readable as the tach/speedo
arrangement, they too are fairly
legible,

Unfortunately the GT 500 suffers
from some of the Mustang's seating
maladies, as the seats are the same
as used in the standard Mustang.
Although the Shelby-American wood-
rimmed steering wheel is better po-
sitioned it's so big and wide that it
still is uncomfortably close to the
driver's right thigh. Power assisted
steering is standard on the GT 500
and it greatly eases the burdens of
handling the car in slow or moderate
traffic.

Shelby's GT series cars, beginning
in 1965 with the GT 350, have all
been noted for better than average
handling. The GT 500 is the best so
far. Almost all the Mustang sus-
pension components have been thrown
out in favor of modified Galaxie
units. While the ride is not particu-
larly comfortable, it's stable and
predictable. Up in the front a 0.94-
in. anti-sway bar is fitted along with
special high-rate springs and Gabriel
adjustable shocks made to Shelby’s
specifications. In addition, the front
suspension mounts are prevented
from excessive flexing by a tubular
brace which runs transversely
through the engine compartment.
High-rate springs and Gabriel shocks
are also used in the rear-—along
with the larger Galaxie differential
and housing (ring gear diameter is
9.3-in. as opposed to the conven-
tional 9.0-in.).

Considering that this car is not
meant for 1) little old ladies (un-
less from Pasadena), 2) little old
men, 3) suburbanites that simply
want a “sports car”, 4) Ralph Nader,
it should do very well in its select
market. It's fast enough to favor-
ably compete with anything Detroit
produces, it's competitively priced
and it has the handling and braking
to make it as safe and as predictable
as the man behind the wheel. Final-
ly, its appeal is limited to people
who should be capable of driving it
correctly (enthusiasts who want
neck-snapping performance in a dis-
tinctive, good-handling package).

The GT 500 is a unique vehicle,
and the general public will not go
for it. But never mind all that;
Shelby intends to produce only 4000
copies this year, and we go for it.
Now, will all enthusiasts please
stand up. ..

SHELBY AMERICAN GT 500

Manufacturer: Shelby American, Inc.
6501 West Imperial Hwy.
Los Angeles, Calif. 90009
Price as Tested: $4600

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ings
Bore x stroke . . 4.13 x 393 in, 104.8 x 101.2 mm
Displacement . . .4.28 cu. in, 7016 cc

.5 to one

Compression ratio : 1
2 x 4-bbl Holley

Carburetion ...

Valve gear _Pushrod operated overhead valves,
hydraultc lifters

Power (SAE). . ... .. ? % 5400 rpm

TorQue . ....... 0 .. 470 Ibs 3200 rpm

0.83 bhp per cu. in,

50.6 bhp per liter
Mileage 9.12 mpg on
Range on 17-gallon tank. .. ....

Specific power output

53-204 miles
DRIVE TRAIN

CIMEN | s iaawenay 11.5-inch single dry plate
Transmission . 4-speed manual, all synchromesh
Mph/1000 Max
Gear Ratio Overall rpm mph
Rev 2.32 B.12 —9.5 —-57
1st 2.32 B.12 9. 57
2nd 1.69 5.91 13.0 78
3rd 1.29 4.51 17.0 102
4th 1.00 3.50 22,0 133
Final drive ratio ........c000eue. 3.50 to one
CHASSIS
Whealbase . ...... iy aeansanssasans 108.0 in
WEBEK <o o aynasnsiieiecaianss s e F:58.0 R: 58.0 in
T Tty 186.6 in
WA et sl SEmER AR daie 70.9 in
Height .. . ... .. . iiiiininnnn. 51.6in
Curb Wei ht ............... 3286 lbs
Test Weight 3592 lbs

Weight distribution front/rear. 59.4/41.0%

Suspension F: Ind.; upper wishbones, lower con-
trol arm with drag strut, coil
springs, anti-sway bar
R: Rigid axle, semi-elliptic leaf
springs, rubber rebound dampers

Brakes ... 11.3:in vented discs F, 10-in drums

rear, 376.0 sq in swept area
Slesrinf A Recirculating ball
Turns, lock to lock 4.0
Turning circle 37 f.

Tires and wheels Goodyear E70-15

Sneadway 350, on 7.0J rim

ACCELERATION
Zero To Seconds
v 2B
.. 3.7
4.8
6.4
7.8
9.8
2.0
45
36

Standing '«
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K SHELBY AMERICAN GT500
3 | Topspeed. estimated  133mph
Temperature 70°F
Wind velocity 5mph
Altitude above sea level 2751t

40

In 4 runs, 0 — 60 mph times
vared between
48 and 54 seconds
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CHECK LIST

ENGINE

SEATHNE oo
RESPONSE iiiiiviiiininsmmiisianss

MOIBE ... civer oo trssmmss s sssr e rsah

Vibration

DRIVE TRAIN
Clutch Action .........cccoovvinnnns

Synchromesh Action
Power-To-Ground
Transmission

BRAKES
RESPONBE ..inisinivichsases

Fade Resistance ...
Smoothness ...
Directional Stabrllty

STEERING

RESPONSE enaiiainisirssssine
ACCUTBCY <. coerdarmsinymmss i mmstbbsnsisnl
Feedback .........ccccvevases

Road Feel . iininiiinnsnsas

SUSPENSION

Harshness Control
Roll Stiffness .. ...........
Tracking .. .

Pitch Control ..
Shock Control ........cccvvevnennnne.

CONTROLS

LOCBHON ccaiiimmmmivansiismismstsnesans

Relationship ...coevevveviiernnennns
Small Controls .......cccecenunnnnnn.

INTERIOR

VISIBIIY iianaismmimims

Instrumentation ...
Lighting ........ .. :

Front Seating Comfort ........ .
Front Seating Room ................
Rear Seating Comfort ... .

Rear Seating Room

Storage Space
Wind Noise ... ...
Road Noise . ... ...

WEATHER PROTECTION

BOaEY. .caniiiasinres
Defroster .....................
Ventilation

Weather Sealing . -
Windshield Wiper Actmn e

QUALITY CONTROL
Materials, Exterior ..................

Exterior Finish ...
Interior Finish ...
Hardware and Trim

GENERAL

Service Accessibility .....................

Luggage Space
Bumper Protection ... .. .
Exterior Lighting
Resistance to Crosswmds

.Very Good
Transmission Linkage ...............

...Very Good

..Very Good
Pedal Pressure . .........cceeeeenn.
.....Excellent
....Very Good

...Excellent

Very Good

......Excellent
veeunn Excellent

...Very Good
.Very Good

Very Good

'V'ery Good

Very Good

.. Excellent

. Very Good
Materials, Interior ................... .
.. Very Good

...Very Good
Very Good

Very Good
Excellent
Fair
Very Good

Excellent
..Excellent

Fair

Very Good
Good
.Good

Good
...Good

.Good
Excellent
. Good

Very Good

Fair
Poor
Fair
Good

. Excellent

... Good
Very Good
Very Good

Good

Very Good
Very Good

Good
. Fair
_Fair
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SUNBEAM TIGER

Body by Rootes, power by
Ford, sales and warranty
by Chrysler—you figure it.

No. The Sunbeam Tiger is not a
pint-sized Cobra. And it's not an
Alpine either. Although the Tiger
looks almost identical to the well-
known Sunbeam Alpine, it has the
guts and structural rigidity lacking
in its milder tempered little brother.
The Sunbeam Tiger first hit the
market in late 1964. At that time
Chrysler Corporation was making
the first moves toward acquiring
control of Rootes Motors, Inc. Even
at that early date there was some
conjecturing about the 260 cu. in,
Ford engine that had taken up resi-
dence in the engine compartment.
Now, a couple of years later, Chrys-
ler has gained control, but that en-
gine is still sitting under the hood.
With the exception of the Tiger, all
Chrysler proucts carry a five-year, |
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50,000-mile warranty. Understand-
ably, not wanting to admit that the
Ford engine is every bit as good as
the Mopar line, Chrysler hedges a
little and says, “The Sunbeam Ti-
ger. with its 164 hp American
(italics, ours) V-8 engine, has a
2.year, 24,000-mile engine and drive
train warranty.” Obviously this is
quite a sticky situation and you
might be wondering why Chrysler
doesn’'t dump their 273 cu. in. in
place of the Ford unit. The answer
is fairly simple; it's too wide and
too heavy. Installing the Chrysler
block would mean just about coming
up with a new car and at this junc-
ture the development time and ex-
pense just doesn't seem worth it.
So for a little while at least, the
Sunbeam Tiger will continue in its
present form. And even Chrysler
has to admit that it isn't a bad
thing to have on the market.

Now then, you will appreciate
that big V-8 engines do not plop
into little cars without causing a
few waves, and a lot of changes
had to be made in the basic Sun-
beam automobile before production.
Among them was a complete rede-
sign of the unitized body/chassis
structure, particularly in the area of
the cowl. The outer body panels
were not changed, but much of the

interior sheet metal was altered in
form and gauge to create additional
space and strength for the Ford
V-8, The alterations were very suc-
cessful, as the Tiger feels remark-
ably solid, with none of the cowl
shake that is one of the less attrac-
tive features of many roadsters.
In addition to the chassis rearrange-
ment there were other items that
had to be shoved around to accom-
modate the wider engine. A slim
Ford four-speed, all-syncromesh
transmission takes the place of
the wider Rootes unit, and a rack
and pinion steering mechanism is
used because it affords more engine
clearance. And with all that in-
creased power under the hood, the
Sunbeam Tiger features larger sec-
tion tires and wider-rimmed wheels.

So, how does it all work out?
In short, nicely although not spec-
tacularly. The difference between
the Alpine and the Tiger is respon-
siveness. The Alpine's 4-cylinder en-
gine pumps out 99 hp whereas the
Ford easily delivers 164 hp, but the
real difference is torque. The Alpine
comes on with 103 lbs./ft. at 3700
rpm while the V-8 provides 258 lbs./
ft. at 2200 rpm. The result is that,
with the Tiger, any increase of
throttle opening is going to bring
an immediate and quite noticeable
increase in velocity, while the Al-
pine must work a lot harder to get
any sort of corresponding increase.
In terms of actual performance, the




Tiger will turn & mph in the quar-
ter in 16.5 seconds with 0 to 60
mph times in the neighborhood of
8.5 seconds. It's a very fast car, but
compared to any of the Detroit Su-
percars or a Cobra, the Sunbeam Ti-
ger is still just a cub.

Keeping vour foot on the floor and
barreling straight ahead is all lots
of fun, but the Sunbeam Tiger is a
sports car and is designed for some-
what more delicate and precise han-
dling than are the brutes from De-
troit. And it comes on very well as
a sports car—better, in fact, than
the Alpine. Both springs and shocks
have been stiffened. There is a fair
increase in curb weight (2660 com-
pared to 2200 for the Alpine) yet the
Tiger has a nice, tightly-sprung and
tightly-damped feel. Contrary to
popular belief, weight distribution is
virtually unchanged with 51 per
cent up front and 49 per cent on the
back wheels.

Apart from the fact that the
steering feels slightly heavier, the
Tiger is in every way a better han-
dling car than the Alpine. Instead
of trying to run wide on corners, as
we expected, the back end can be
brought right out by applying plen-
ty of throttle; the added power also
makes it easier to hold a drift. One
thing we definitely suggest is the
optional traction bars for the rear
suspension. Without them the rear
wheels and axle shudder uncontrol-
lably under acceleration. While
things aren't completely corrected
with the addition of traction bars,
it's a hell of a lot better and could
go a long way toward preventing lots
of little bits in the rear axle housing.

The interior of the car is comfort-
able and complete with the proper
dials and gauges to let you in on
what all is going on. The seats are
the same as in the Alpine, which is
to say they are very comfortable.
In fact, the only problem we had
with the interior arrangement was
that we found the gearshift lever to
be a little far forward and one has
to stretch some to find Third. But
the shifting mechanism is so fast
and positive that this is really a
very minor point and is not a serious
annoyance.

Obviously the days of the Sun-
beam Tiger are numbered. Chrysler
isn't going to put a warranty on
Ford parts forever. It will be a
shame to see it go as it is really a
much better car, all around, than
the standard Alpine. It has the ad-
vantage of being able to be serviced
at any garage in the United States,
and it sells for surprisingly little
considering all you're getting. If
you are thinking of buying one, do
it now.

SUNBEAM TIGER

Rootes Division
Chrysler Motors Corp.
Detroit. Michigan

Price as Tested: $3710

Manufacturer:

ENGINE
Water-cooled V-8, cast iron block, 5 main bear-

ings
Boresx stroke 3.80x2.87 in, 96.5x73 mm
Displacement 260 cu. in, 426] cc

B.B to one

Compression ratio
1x2-bbl,

Carburetion
Valve gear Pushrod. cperated overhead valves,
hydraulic lifters
Power (SAE) 164 bhp @ 4400 rpm
Torque 258 Ibs-ft @ 2200 rpm
Specific power output 0.66 bhp per cu. in,
38.5 bhp |:;er lflte:
2 mpg on regular fuel

. 2‘48%

Mileage
-300 miles

18-2
Range on 13.5-gallon tank

DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch

vv...10.0-inch single dry plate
Transmission . ....

4-speed manual, all

synchromesh
Mph /1000 Max
Gear Ratio  Overall pm mph
Rev. 2.32 6.68 -10.8 —54
1st 2.32 6.68 10.8 54
2nd 1.69 487 14.7 74
3rd 1.29 3.72 19.2 96
4Ath 1.00 2.88 248 124
Final drive ratio 2.88 to one
CHASSIS
Wheelbase .............
Track . vevesnensnien....F:51.8 R:48.5in
Lenﬁ(lh s A T .....1555in
Widt! . 60.5 in
Hei x : a ....515in
Cur Wel ht 2660 Ibs
Test Weight . .. ... .. ... .... 2930 lbs
Weight dlstrlbntmn front/rear 2/48%,

Suspension F: Ind., unequal-length wishbones,
coil springs, anti-sway bar
R: Rigid _axle, semi-elliptic leaf
springs, Panhard rod

Brakes......... 9.9.in discs F, 9.0-in drums R,
295 sq in swept area
Steering. . . .. .. Raclc and plmon
Turns, lock to lock 5 3.1
Turning circle . .. ) R 1Y
Tires and wheels. . .. ................ 5.90x13
ACCELERATION
Zero To Seconds
30 mph 3.4
40 L PR G R NGy 4.7
s0 " 6.3
60 8.4
70 10.7
80 ' 13.6
90 16.8
100 * 21.0
Standing ' -mile 89 mph in 16.5
100
10X
a0 e Standing
L]
80
40 P »
%0 30
SUNBEAM TIGER
N Top speed, estimated 124 mph E
20 + Temperature B°F :
E Wind velocity B=10 mph E
=l Alttude above sea level a0t g
w 1 In3rns.0 — 60 mph times =
E vaned Delween z
| 83 andB6 seconds
(1] Ll
0 SECONDS 10 15 20 il 30

CHECK LIST

ENGINE

LT A1) 1 A e el St S 1o o -
RESPONSGO: ....cineuisimssimmvssioss Very Good
NOISE i Good
' [0] 7 1[2] § R e Good
DRIVE TRAIN

Clutch Action ... Very Good
Transmission Linkage Excellent
Synchromesh Action Excellent
Power-To-Ground Transmission Good
BRAKES

ROSPONSR: .. ..iieciciiiirmorsisnsanss Good
Pedal Pressure Good
Fade Resistance . Good
Smoothness R Good
Directional Stability ... . Good
STEERING

Response ............. .. . Very Good
Accuracy ... ...Very Good
FERABACK ..ouvsinismassusssmsssissnnsnsinns- GO0
Road Feel ........c.ooocooooevvvvvnvenn........ Good
SUSPENSION

Harshness Control ...................... Good
Roll Stiffness .......................... Good
TPRERIE s EOIT
Pitch Control s ool
Shock Damping ........................... Good
CONTROLS

LOCAtON o mnim sz,
Relationship

Small Controls

INTERIOR

VISIEIY. oot Fair
Instrumentation ........................ . Good
R7T=] 11 157 - TR - ||
Entry/Exit ........covnevenenes . Good
Front Seating Comfmt Very Good
Front Seating Room ............. . Good
Rear Seating Comfort —
Rear Seating Room -
Storage Space .. . Good
Wind Noise . Good
Road Noise . ... Good
WEATHER PROTECTION

HeBter ....uiamsanssnsiscansiin Good
Defroster .....occoooeviiiiii il Good
Ventilation ................... Good
Weather Sealing .. sariesisasirseses s IODT
Windshield Wiper Actaon ......... ... Good
QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, Exterior ................. Very Good
Materials, Interior ............... ; Good
Exterior Finish . Very Good
Interior Finish . . . . Good
Hardware and Trim ............... Very Good
GENERAL

Service Accessibility ..........c.cceeeeinnnne Fair
Luggage Space ................................. Fair
Bumper Protection . SO PRSP MR (o1 1
Extérior LIghtING ...c.oeemiaissnsimensanis Good
Resistance to Crosswinds ................Good




the same performance (give or take
a fraction) at near-enough the same
price, and it is far and away the
least expensive twin-cylinder type
motorcycle in the world. Moreover,
it is also one of the smoothest run-
ning. These alternate-firing two-
stroke twins tend to be quite smooth
in any case, and when you have one
with a unit cylinder size of only
d0ce, it runs with little more vibra-
tion than a sewing machine. Like the
Honda-—and indeed like all recently-
introduced small motoreycles—the
Yamaha has a ‘“backbone” type
frame made of two sheet-steel press-
ings, welded together into an ex-
ceedingly rigid structure. The front
suspension is of the telescopic-fork
variety, which provides the long
wheel travel needed for a good ride.

Some of the older, built-to-a-price
Yamahas (and Hondas) did not have
telescopic forks. Their forks consist-
ed of a pair of pressed-steel struts,
with short links at their lower ends
to provide wheel movement. The
travel of these forks was/is quite
short, so the spring rates were of
necessity made rather high to avoid
“bottoming” of the suspension. The
result: a harsh ride. Also, there is
something about that kind of sus-
pension system that makes the han-
dling a trifle weird at times. The
Yamaha 100 is also ideal for this
market. Not only did they make the
bike a “twin,” but each cylinder has
its own carburetor and exhaust pipe.
That gives lots of power, relative to
displacement, and a jazzy appear-
ance, not to mention a fine noise.

At one time, the curse of the two-
stroke was the old business of mix-
ing oil with the fuel. Yamaha pro-
vides a neat answer to all this. They
have what they call “Autolube” and
that is an automatic oil-feed system.
A small, engine-driven pump draws
oil from a supply tank and feeds it
into the engine's intake ports. The
feed pump has a variable output,
and this is controlled according to
throttle setting. This arrangement
provides just the quantity of oil
needed under all conditions, and
contributes not only to convenience
(just add oil in the supply tank as
needed), but is economical and con-
tributes to reliability as well.

Honda CS-90

Bridgestone 90 Sport

Yamaha Twin Jet 100
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Suzuki K-15

Bridgestone 175 Scrambler
98/Car and Driver Yearbook /1967

A similar setup comes on another
little dear: the Bridgestone 90. Ac-
tually, the displacement of this Jap-
anese-made two-stroke single is 88cc
(just as the Yamaha 100 is really
OT7ce) but it has become the custom
to round things off a bit. The Bridge-
stone 90 has automatic oiling, and
it also has something called a “ro-
tary-valve” intake system—which is
a sort of two-stroker equivalent of
the overhead camshaft. Most crank-
case-scavenged two-stroke engines
have a piston-controlled intake port.
When the piston gets near enough
the top of its stroke, the piston skirt
clears a port (leading in from the
carburetor) and allows the fuel/oil
mixture to rush into the crankcase.
This has the virtue of simplicity, but
there is a serious disadvantage: the
intake timing must necessarily be
“symmetrical.” If the port opens T0
degrees before top center, it will
close 70 degrees after top center, and
there is a tendency for the mixture
already drawn into the crankcase to
escape again.

Bridgestone's disc-type rotary
valve overcomes that problem. In
this valve layout, the intake port is
blocked by a crankshaft-driven disc,
and it is open only when the cutaway
portion of the disc rotates around to
where it leaves the port open. The
disc cutaway can be made to give
any duration of port-opening, and
any opening and closing points. A
very good thing in terms of power
output. Also, at any given level of
output, the disc-valve engine tends
to have a better spread of power.

Such theoretical considerations are
demonstrated in practical terms by
the Bridgestone 90. Despite its
miniscule displacement, this bike is
a fine performer. In situations where
top speed was not an all-important
consideration, the mighty Bridge-
stone has handed drubbings to
motoreyeles with almost twice the
displacement. Apart from that, it is
also one of the best-styled and best-
finished motorcycles on the market
—regardless of displacement.

It should be mentioned that
Bridgestone offers the 90 in trail-
riding and scrambler form, as well
as the basic street model. They add
a bash-plate under the engine (to
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Bridgestone 175 Dual Twin

Bultaco Camperva

Honda 160 Serambler

100/Car and Driver Yearbook/1967

Duecati Diawa Mavk 11

Spain is the point of - for
some of the very |

best motoreyeles

in this displacement class rms
of Bultaco, Montesa \re
sending really beautiful ¢ O our
shores, and while in nei <ales
or output are they any tition
for the Japanese giants rod-
ucts show a clear superior: cer-
tain areas. Like out on t/:: long,
long trail a'winding.

Interestingly, both Bul: and
Montesa motorcycles 1w 125s
when they first appeared - ind
increases in bore size | <hed
their displacements highe: i high-
er. Montesa has, in fact. moved
right out of our under-200 =5 for
1966. Bultaco has a foor 1 ich
camp, and one in the cam; n-
der discussion is the 175cc Campera.
Bultaco bills this one as th: ity
bike that's at home in the woods”
and that is about as g capsule

description as one is Iy to find.

Bultaco's Campera has all the
characteristics of a scrambler-type
motoreycle, but its engine (a single-
cylinder 2-stroke) is tuned to a less-
fierce piteh, and the bike is fitted
with road-going lighting equipment.
The tires supplied on the machine
have a coarse block tread that may
not give maximum traction in mud
or sand, but are a good compromise
between the opposite demands of
highway and byway riding

Fortunately, the Campera has
been given the pure scrambler’s sus-
pension. Fairly soft, it is, with a lot
of wheel travel to soak up the jolts,
and there is an adjustment on the
rear suspension struts to set them
for varying loads. You can take the
wife or lady-friend along on your
wildwood excursions (don't try to
take both; the saddle is long but
not that long and one would prob-
ably not understand the other

a kind of dual personality. While it

offers a lot from two different
worlds, you will not get the best
from either. But, that's the way

things are. The requirements for the
street are too radically different
from those for the rough-rider, and
one motorcycle can never do a top-
notch job in both directions. That is
true of the Campera, too, but that



really terrible terrain; yet. having
a peculiar side-to-side oscillation at
the front wheel at high speeds. All
of these have two-stroke, single-cyl-
inder engines, which seems to be the
only kind of power that will do the
job in scrambles racing these days.

Some of you may not know it, but
Harley-Davidson is marketing quite
a good 250cc-displacement motorcy-
cle. It's called the Harley-Davidson
Sprint, and it is built for them in
Italy by a subsidiary company, Aer-
macchi. The Sprint looks a bit pe-
culiar, with that one big cylinder
sticking horizontally out of the
crankcase and lengthwise fins—but
you don't want to laugh. The Sprint.
with 18 per cent more power for
1967, gets down the road at a fine
pace, and you can even get it in
semi- and full-scrambler trim. The
semi-scrambler has a high-mounted
exhaust pipe and lots of ground clear-
ance, but is otherwise pretty much
a reworked street machine—with all
the things, good and bad, implied
that we have discussed previously.
The scrambler, or Sprint H, is some-
thing else. Its engine is very highly
tuned, and it has a suspension set-up
for an off-beat but very popular
form of scrambles known as TT
{ Tourist Trophy) racing. Such races
are conducted on an unpaved course,
but the dirt is quite smooth and
conditions demand lots of power and
a chassis balanced for long, long,
sliiiides. Right there is where the
Sprint CRS really shines; you
wouldn't want one for casual fun
and games,

OVER 350CC

At one time, it would have been
necessary to break our motoreycle
grouping at 500cc engine-displace-
ment. Alas, most manufacturers
only make the 500 because that is
where the limit is in racing. And
most of the 500ce-displacement mo-
torcycles you find today are made
for racing, of one form or another.

An exception is the 450 Honda.
This largest model in the Honda line
is a touring bike, and a very good
one, if slightly handicapped in a con-
test of pure speed. The Honda 450
has enough going for it to make

speed relatively unimportant: Hon-
da reliability for instance, and the
450 is proving to be the most re-
liable of the lot. Now it has elec-
tricals (which includes a self-start-
er) that work full-time, and a host
of technically interesting design
features tucked away inside its die-
cast aluminum engine casings. Dou-
ble overhead camshafts, and torsion
bars where you would expect to find
valve springs. The 450 engine's
crankshaft runs in four roller bear-
ings (two for each cylinder) and
the camshaft-drive goes right up the
center of the engine. As the crank-
shaft is made in five pieces, and as-
sembled by press, the rods can be
and are made in a single piece, and
have roller bearings too.
Beautiful—until you get to the
transmission, which has four badly-
staged ratios revoltingly like those
in the 450's older and smaller broth-

H-D Sprint H

er, the Super Hawk. In the 450's
defense it must also be said that it
has inherited the Super Hawk's fine
handling and braking traits.

But you might want to have a
look at the Harley-Davidson Sports-
ter. Another big V-twin though only
95 cubic inches, only this time with-
out all the weighty frills. The Sports-
ter is somewhat crudely made, but
reliable in a way that only large-dis-
placement transportation that goes
thud, thud, thud and travels 30 feet
with every thud can be reliable.

Turn up the throttle on the
Sportster and the thuds begin to
come at shockingly close intervals,
and so do the 30-foot increments of
space. The hot XLCH-version, now
with electric starting, will run you
up to 120 mph much quicker than
vou very likely will want. And while
the Sportster has an excellent 4-
speed transmission, it also has enough

Dweati 250 Scrambler
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